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SUNDAY
9:00 & 10:30 am | Worship Service

9:00 & 10:30 am | Sunday School and Bible Fellowships
6:00 pm | Evening Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
7:15 pm | Midweek Bible Study

7:15 pm | Youth Ablaze: Ignite [ 7th–12th grade ]

Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

services

Thank you for taking a few moments to read our church’s 
Community Connection! The joy of my life is serving the Lord 

at Valley Forge Baptist with what I believe to be some of
the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to you and would like to 
personally meet you here at Valley Forge Baptist.

I hope that you will join us this Sunday.

PASTOR
SCOTT &                                       

JODIE
WENDAL
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“Heaven is for Real” is a book and movie about a little boy’s 
supposed trip to heaven. The book has sold over 10 million copies. 
A 4-year-old boy went to the hospital in Nebraska to have his 
appendix removed. When he awoke from surgery, he claimed to 
have had a vision of heaven. In the book, the boy makes several 
bizarre claims about heaven that both Christians and atheists 
cannot believe. Many books have been written by people who 
claim to have visited heaven. We know for certain that they cannot 
all be true. Why? Because many of their accounts contradict one 
another. 

What is the TRUTH about heaven?

Only one reliable and accurate source of truth about heaven exists: 
It is the Bible. The Bible has a great deal to say about heaven, 
including who can go there. God has created every human being 
with an eternal soul that will live somewhere forever. Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, taught us to make it our number-one priority in life 
to be certain that heaven is our eternal home. Jesus emphasized 
the seriousness of this issue when He posed this question: “For 
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul?” Mark 8:36.

H E A V E N
T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T

by Pastor Scott Wendal
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How can you be assured that heaven will be 
your eternal home?

In one of His last messages, Jesus Christ spoke 
to His disciples very candidly about heaven. 
Jesus taught some crystal-clear truths about 
heaven in the Gospel of John, Chapter 14:

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. And whither 
I go ye know, and the way ye know” John 14:1-4.

In this same passage, Jesus taught us how we 
could be forgiven of all of our sins, receive Him 
as our personal Lord and Savior, and have 
confidence that heaven is our eternal home. 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father [in heaven], 
but by me” John 14:6.

On August 2, I will be speaking on the topic 
“Facing Death with Confidence.” The Bible was 
written as our roadmap to heaven. In fact, the 
apostle John said, “These things have I written 
unto you…that ye may KNOW that ye have 
eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God” I John 5:13. Come join 

us so that you can have the confidence that the 
apostle Paul had, who said, “to be absent from 
the body, [is] to be present with the Lord [in 
heaven]” 2 Corinthians 5:8. 

UPCOMING MESSAGES
July 
5  The Lord Brings Liberty 
12  Beware of False Teachers
19  Priceless Treasures in Clay Pots
26 Keep Your Eyes on Heaven

August
2 Facing Death with Confidence
9 Motivations for Serving Christ
23 Ambassadors for Christ
30 Honoring What God Honors

September
6 Living Godly in an Ungodly World
13 How to Help Your Pastor
20 How to Support a Missionary
27 Conquering Covetousness 

Scott
WENDAL
Senior Pastor
at Valley Forge Baptist 

For more information visit
thecaringchurch.com/the-truth
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How does a modern-day family of 
seven juggle parenting, adoption, 
schooling, and work, yet still manage 
to have a well-balanced life?



M arlon and Desiree Grant have been 
able to make life simple by adhering 
to certain big, important priorities. 

Desiree says, “If the big, important things are 
a constant, when the peripheral things careen 
out of control, we don’t crumble as a family.” 
What are their “big, important things”?

Desiree’s husband, Marlon, a Jamaican 
immigrant, grew up in Philadelphia. At age 40 
his priorities are clear: God, family, church—
in that order. He has fond memories of when 
his grandmother took him and his cousins to 
church—every service, every church activity. 
His parents divorced when he was 14, so for 
Marlon, making “family” a priority is not 
negotiable. This highly motivated Temple 
University graduate worked a trail of odd jobs 
to achieve a bachelor’s degree in psychology. 
During that time he returned to the church of 
his youth to renew his commitment to God.

Outgoing, bubbly Desiree, born and raised in 
Philadelphia as well, is four years Marlon’s 
junior. She scolded Marlon after his first Sunday 
service back at the church for not seeking her 
out to say hello. That conversation sparked 
this couple’s “ever after” story. Their four-year 
dating journey taught them the strength and 
value of maintaining relationships selflessly. 
Desiree renewed her commitment to God 

following her stormy teen years. Their shared 
desire? Love God and have a loving family.

Tears flow freely as Desiree shares that when 
she when floundering, Marlon asked her about 
her dreams for the future. Her dream was to 
become a nurse, but she thought “only smart 
people became nurses,” and that would not be 
a reality for her. What she lacked in confidence, 
Marlon made up for in encouragement. He 
drove her right over to register for classes. He 
said she just needed to get started with one 
class. With each college course she completed, 
Desiree gained confidence and saw her dream 
gradually become a reality. She’s now a 
pediatric nurse at a nearby hospital. Desiree 
recently cut her hours to part time when the 
youngest child entered K4; Desiree wanted to 
be home for the children when they returned 
after school. She is mother to “little mommy” 
Kaela, 12; Kenneth, 11, who is introverted and 
athletic; the love bug, Keith, 7; Kynnedy, 6, 
extrovert extraordinaire; and little Kingston, 5, 
who is his daddy all over. 

TEAMWORK best describes the Grants’ 
approach to, well, everything. If their life were 
represented by a wheel, God/Family/Church 
would be the hub. Marlon leads the routine, 
rising at 5 a.m. to meet with God first to order 
his day, then gets the children up and fed. 
Desiree, who “sleeps in” until 6 a.m. each day, 
finishes getting the children ready and off to 
school. Family is a “big, important thing” in the 
Grant home. Marlon opted for an alternating 
split shift so that he could spend more time 
with the family. He works from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
comes home to spend time with the family, then 

Love God 

and have a 

loving family.
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returns to work from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Desiree 
starts dinner as all the kids gather around the 
table for homework time after school.

If you were to drop in for the Grants’ bedtime 
routine, you’d find Marlon leading the family 
in time around the Scriptures. Their family 
practice, now that the kids are older, is for 
each child to journal this special time. Desiree 
prefers the quietness of the evening for time 
with God after the children are asleep. 

Because Sunday worship is one of the “big, 
important things,” this family of seven rises 
at 6:15 a.m. to get ready for worship. Marlon 
insists on making a big breakfast for the family 
every Sunday morning. He says that one of his 
odd jobs during college paid off big time when 
he learned to cook; Desiree puts the finishing 
touches on the feast. Why go to all that trouble? 
Because worship and church are “big, important 
things.”

To fan the flame of their 16-year marriage, 
Marlon and Desiree invest creatively—another 
“big, important thing”—by loving “along the 
way.” It’s so simple...so powerful. They have a 
little dry-erase board in the master bath that 
reads, “I love you because ____________.” 
They take turns filling in the blank, writing love 
messages back and forth. Desiree’s favorite 

“date” is to order takeout after they put the 
children to bed. No babysitter needed!

Marlon recently finished an 18-month nursing 
program, which meant he had to spend two 
nights a week and every other weekend in 
furthering his education. Desiree tracked the 
countdown to his graduation with fervency as 
she temporarily carried the heavier load in the 
family. Only God gets you through those times 
when the entire family pulls together for the 
success of one of its members, Desiree states 
matter-of-factly. She wanted to encourage 
Marlon the same way he’d supported her years 
earlier. Marlon is now a case manager at a 
nearby hospital.

One dream Marlon and Desiree shared early on 
was to adopt children. They opted to become 
foster parents while Desiree was in college. 
Tilting her head back and breathing out a sigh, 
Desiree recounts five crazy years of social worker 
home inspections and checkups with placement 
of six foster children. It was a constant stream 
of occupational, speech, and physical therapy 
sessions, doctor appointments, caseworker 
visits, and evaluation dates. Desiree was not to 
be seen without her “mommy” bag of fun and 
snacks for the remaining four small children 
in tow. It was all worth it to them, as two of 
the Grants’ five children are adopted, a dream 
come true. 

Each child makes an equally precious 
contribution to the Grant home. Chores are 
assigned just as equally, as everyone shares 
in the load. Again, the family uses a team 
approach. How do Marlon and Desiree find 

It’s all
about the

big, important

things.



quality time for all five children? They love their 
children “along the way” as well. Whichever 
parent runs an errand, he or she always has a 
child along for some much-desired one-on-one 
time, even if it’s just a quick run to the store for 
milk. The Grants keep a tight rein on peripheral 
activities to ensure that the “big, important 
things” are being supported. The boys are in 
the same community sport, so the family is not 
pulled in two different directions. If practices 
or games interfere with worship on Sunday 

or Wednesday, guess which activity gets the 
priority? Yes, church. Why? It’s simple—
because worship is one of the “big, important 
things.”

Your family may be much smaller than the 
Grants’, perhaps your children are grown, or 
you may even be single. Even so, the Grant 
family’s philosophy of a well-balanced life can 
translate to every household the same: simply 
love God and family—first.
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Psalm 127
1 Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the 
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.
2 It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so 
he giveth his beloved sleep.
3 Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward.
4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth.
5 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, 
but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate.
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G
rowing up in Poland in the 1970s and 
’80s meant that my family and I lived 
under the oppression of the Soviet 

Union and its communist rule. It meant facing 
arrest and interrogation when expressing one’s 
negative opinion of the government. It also 
meant long lines for food, which was becoming 
scarce as the Soviet military surrounded and 
controlled access to each Polish city.

Polish citizens lived under martial law, which 
meant no one was allowed to leave his or her 
town without the government’s permission. 
Fear reigned as officials made unannounced 
home checks, taking away those who posed 
a threat to the regime. Neighbor spied on 
neighbor, and people everywhere looked over 
their shoulders, fearful of what might happen 
to them.

As a child, I watched my parents struggle to put 
food on the table. I saw them fill out endless 
permission forms just to visit family who lived 
in another town. I heard them talk of neighbors 
who were taken away by the government, never 
to be heard from again. 

I grew up among a people whose personal 
freedoms of happiness, free speech, and a 
prosperous future were taken away. As a result, 
many escaped to other countries in the hope 
of leading a free life. My parents and I count 
ourselves fortunate to be among those people. 
We escaped to West Germany and after a 
time were accepted as political refugees to the 
United States. 

It wasn’t until living here in America that I 
experienced true physical freedom. I finally 

by Aldona Jones
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could go where I wanted, say what I pleased, go 
to a store and have a myriad of choices in the 
things I purchased. Why, then, was I such a sad 
and unhappy person? Why, down deep inside, 
was I still so insecure and scared? Wasn’t I 
finally set free?

One of my friends in high school shared with 
me about his faith in Jesus. I never had heard 
anyone talk about Jesus as his or her friend. 
When I was growing up, church and God were 
more sources of oppression. I knew of no one, 
aside from my friend, who had a deep and 
personal relationship with Christ. Through my 
friend’s consistent efforts in sharing his faith 
and even his showing me a movie depicting 
how Christ was made fun of in secular music, 
God began to chisel away at my hardened, 
distrustful heart. 

Exposure to God’s goodness made me more 
aware of my sin. It is tempting to stay with what 
we know, though; I could have said, yes, I am a 
sinner, so what? But I am glad I didn’t. I made 
the decision to give my life, my heart, my trust 
to a merciful, loving (and very patient) God. 

I found myself kneeling on the floor, crying, 
asking God to forgive my sins! In July 1991, 
I asked Jesus Christ to become my Lord and 
Savior.  

While I embrace the freedoms of my adopted 
country, the knowledge that I belong to God, 
that He holds me in His hand and nothing can 
snatch me away from Him, gives me a liberty 
far above what any worldly government or 
institution could ever provide.  

Aldona
JONES
Church Member
at Valley Forge Baptist 

GOD LOVES YOU
For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16

EVERYONE IS A SINNER
For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Romans 3:23

SIN HAS A PRICE THAT MUST BE PAID
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Romans 6:23

JESUS CHRIST DIED TO PAY YOUR PRICE
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

PRAY AND ASK JESUS TO BE YOUR SAVIOUR
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Romans 10:13
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