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dna of relationships
begins september 18 at 7:15 pm

practical help for parents
begins october 23 at 7:15 pm

harvest festival
october 12 at 1:00 pm

open house
october 20

this fall at
the caring church



kid’s master clubs
wednesdays at 7:00 pm

youth ablaze
teens | youthablaze.us

men’s basketball
monday nights at 7:00 pm

adult bible fellowships
sundays at 9:30 & 11:00 am

community.thecaringchurch.com



Worship service | sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
enjoy uplifting music from the choir and other special music groups
and hear a Bible message from pastor scott Wendal.

sunday school | sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
children, teenagers, and adults of all ages can enjoy a
variety of classes with people from their own life stage.

evening service | sundays at 6:00 p.m.
learn more about god’s Word through the teaching
and preaching of pastor scott Wendal.

midWeek BiBle study | Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m.
gather for a time of fellowship, Bible study, and prayer.
programs for kids and teens are also available.

nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

Service TimeS

thank you for taking a few moments to open our church’s 
community connection! the joy of my life is serving the 

lord at valley Forge Baptist with what i believe to be some of
the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to 
you and would like to have the 

opportunity of personally meeting 
you here at valley Forge Baptist. 

i hope that you will join us
this sunday.

please let us know if there
is any way that we

can serve you!

ScoTT
& Jodie 

Wendal
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why
should
i go to 

church?
by scott wendal

“the importance of 
church” series

// part 2
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a churchgoer wrote a letter to the editor 
of a newspaper and complained that it made 
no sense to go to church every sunday. “i’ve 
gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that 
time i have heard over 3,000 sermons. But, 
for the life of me, i can’t remember a single 
one of them. so, i think i’m wasting my time 
and so are the pastors.” this started a real 
controversy in the “letters to the editor” 
column, much to the delight of the editor. it 
went on for weeks until someone wrote this 
clincher:

“i’ve been married for 30 years now. in that 
time my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. 
But, for the life of me, i cannot recall the 
entire menu for a single one of those meals. 
But i do know this: they all nourished me and 
gave me the strength i needed to do my work. 
if my wife had not given me these meals, i 
would be physically dead today. likewise, if 
i had not gone to church for nourishment, i 
would be spiritually dead today!”

as a child, i attended a formal church that 
left me counting ceiling tiles and lights in 
the sanctuary. By the time i was in my early 
teens, my family had drifted from weekly 
attendance and i found myself wondering 

why should i go to church? it wasn’t until 
i experienced the new birth (what Jesus 
called a “spiritual birth” in John 3:3-5) 
that i discovered that i don’t have to go to 
church – i get to go to church. When i made 
a commitment to become a christian – a real 
christian – my desires changed. i wanted to 
meet with those who gathered every week to 
worship the lord of heaven and earth. it was 
as if the “hour of worship” went by so fast 
that i could not believe the service was over 
already. i wanted to learn god’s truth and 
apply it to my life. the apostle peter said that 
a growing christian hungers for the Word of 
god in the same way a newborn hungers for 
milk (i peter 2:2).

What changed? i did! i was changed by the 
lord. i had new desires, new commitments, 
and new goals. now i can say with king 
david the psalmist, who wrote, “i was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go into the 
house of the Lord” (psalm 122:1).

Who are these people who gather every week 
to worship a god who proclaims peace and 
love, freedom and justice, repentance and 
salvation? local church congregations are 
not and never will be perfect, because they are 
made up of imperfect human beings. i like the 
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bumper sticker that says “christians aren’t 
perfect – Just Forgiven.” you may have had 
a disappointing experience with a particular 
church in your past, but that can never be 
a valid excuse to give up finding a biblically 
healthy church family. Being a christian has 
nothing to do with finding a place that simply 
“makes me happy.” From the earliest days, 
christianity has been about a church family 
that comes together to learn, worship, and 
grow while serving each other and modeling 
christ to a watching world. our goal is to live 
our lives in such a way that we “make Jesus 

look good to an unbelieving world.” When i 
go to church, I find encouragement and help 
to do just that. 

do you have a church you can call “home”? if 
not, come and experience what some of your 
neighbors have experienced at the corner of 
Black rock road and rt. 113: people who 
love god and others. if the greatest desire of 
the human heart is to love and be loved, then 
you will only find that desire met in a church 
where Jesus christ is worshiped!

i was glad when they 
said unto me, let us 
go into the house of 
the Lord.

psalm 122:1

“



open house sunday
o c t o b e r  2 0
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is
god
Fair?
a question of heaven and hell.

by jim bracelin



“it’s not Fair!”
you’ll hear people say. yes, many things in 
this world are not fair. people ask, “how can 
god, who loves the world, send people to 
hell?” the problem with that question is the 
premise upon which it is built. in reality, god 
has not “sent” one person to hell! the fact is 
that the perfect, holy, and righteous god of 
heaven has made a way for every person to be 
able to step into heaven. First, god warned 
Adam and Eve (the first man and woman) 
about eating from the tree of the knowledge 
of Good and Evil. Second, He offered them 
every other tree in the beautiful garden 
of eden! third, god provided forgiveness 
after adam and eve chose to disobey his 
instructions. the same is true for you and me 
today. everyone who is reading this today is 
a sinner, just as adam and eve were sinners. 
god remains perfect, holy, and righteous. 
heaven, where god lives, is perfect, holy, 
and righteous. it would not be “fair” for any 
sinner to enter heaven.

the greatest news of all is that god loved us 
so much that he sent the only person who 
could offer a perfect payment for sin. God 
the Father sent Jesus christ, his only son, to 
die as payment for our sin. our sin separated 
us from god, but Jesus built a bridge from 
the perfect, holy, and righteous god to us. 
god is so “fair” that he will receive anyone 
who comes through Jesus to him. “that if 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
god hath raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9). God offers 
this forgiveness to every person. god is 
absolutely “fair!” trust him and accept his 
gift of forgiveness through Jesus christ as 
payment for your sin.

Jim Bracelin
minister to the deaf
vice president of silent word ministries
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September 26

vfbt.org/conference.html

A conference designed to equip people 
and strengthen the local church.
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almost everything we do involves a 
relationship in some way. Just think about 
each day. Whether we’re at home or at work, 
driving our car, playing, exercising, shopping, 
vacationing, worshiping at church, or doing 
any of the many activities we do daily, we are 
constantly interacting with people. We even 
interact with people in our sleep. We can’t 
escape relationships. 

When we look around, we can see countless 
relationships that need a miracle. every day 
we see shattered relationships involving 
husbands and wives, parents and children, 
sisters and brothers, neighbors and co-
workers who aren’t talking to each other, who 
intentionally or unintentionally hurt each 
other. relationship pain keeps growing in our 
country, but this doesn’t have to continue. We 

believe that the best way to address this crisis 
is to learn about how god designed us to live. 
one way to do this is to explore what marriage 
and relationship counselor and author gary 
smalley refers as our relational dna. Just as 
studying our physical dna reveals mysteries 
about how our bodies work, understanding 
our relational dna unlocks the miracles and 
mysteries about how our relationships work. 

Fulfilling marriages don’t just happen. They 
are built on proven principles essential to 
the development of any warm and loving 
relationship. Whether you and your loved one 
are about to be married or have been married 
a few years or many, plan to join us for this 
six week series beginning on Wednesday 
evening, september 18.

video series with

Gary Smalley

6 weeks to
better relationships

with the people you
love the most.

begins september 18
@ 7:15pm



iF there is ever a time that 
dads and moms need some 

practical help for parenting, 
it is today. our children are 
growing up in an entirely 

different culture than past 
generations of children did. 
local news outlet kyW recently 

reported about the sharp rise 

practical help 
for parents
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in the number of suicides in montgomery 
county. From 2005 to 2011, montgomery 
county suicide totals rose 84%. the 
statistics were below the national average 
until 2005. Officials said the alarming rise 
was not tied to population growth. 

the increase in suicides is just one of many 
reasons why our children and teens need 
to be led to have strong character. properly 
trained and encouraged, young people will 
be better able to withstand the trials and 
temptations of our culture. the Bible says, 
“train up a child in the way he should go: 

and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it” (proverbs 22:6). god has given parents 
the greatest opportunity of influence on their 
children. if parents will give their children 
a strong foundation based on biblical 
principles, their kids will have the tools to 
endure the difficult times when they come.
 
Beginning on october 23, we will provide 
practical principles and helps for parents 
every Wednesday night at 7:15 p.m. in the 
chapel. this six week series is free, and we 
invite you to attend. 

practical help for parents
6 weeK series

wednesdays starting
october 23

@ 7:15pm

Visit thecaringchurch.com to find out
more about the church.





5K and FunRun

NOVEMBER 30

Proceeds of the Share Joy 5K 
Run/1 mile Fun Walk 2013 go 
to building fresh water wells for 
the needy villages in Uganda, 
Africa. Please help us raise 
money to bring much needed 
water to these people.

The Lantz Family
Missionaries to Uganda from
Valley Forge Baptist

thesharejoyrun.org
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