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Worship service | sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
enjoy uplifting music from the choir and other special music groups
and hear a Bible message from pastor scott Wendal.

sunday school | sundays at 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.
children, teenagers, and adults of all ages can enjoy a
variety of classes with people from their own life stage.

evening service | sundays at 6:00 p.m.
learn more about god’s Word through the teaching
and preaching of pastor scott Wendal.

midWeek BiBle study | Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m.
gather for a time of fellowship, Bible study, and prayer.
programs for kids and teens are also available.

nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

Service TimeS

thank you for taking a few moments to open our church’s community connection! the joy 
of my life is serving the lord at valley Forge Baptist with what i believe to be some of the 
greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to you and would like to have the opportunity of personally 
meeting you here at valley Forge Baptist. i hope that you will join us this sunday.

please let us know if there is any way that we can serve you!

ScoTT & Jodie 
Wendal

a note from pastor



ScoTT & Jodie 
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May of 2013 will be 19 years since 
my high school graduation, and i 

can honestly say that time has flown by 
in what seems like the blink of an eye. 
since that time i have become a husband 
and a father, graduated from college and 
law school, managed a busy legal career 
and currently serve in my local church 
in various capacities. through it all 
there are a number of principles and life 
lessons that i often wish i had learned 
earlier in life, all of which my kids will 
hear me mention thousands of times, 
whether they like it or not.

if i were to speak to a group of seniors 

who'll graduation this year, there are 
three key principles i've learned through 
trial and error that I'd offer to help those 
young adults avoid some potentially 
hard knocks that they'll invariably face 
in life. Would you consider taking time 
now to apply them in your life?  

PreParation over 

Procrastination

Whether the task at hand is a job 
interview, a school project, or a work 
presentation, a well-prepared person 
will have less anxiety as well as a greater 
sense of appreciation of the particular 
task accomplished. if only i had learned 

by
henry canelo



this lesson when i was much younger, 
i could have saved myself countless 
sleepless nights. procrastination 
never pans out, regardless of the final 
outcome. it robs you of the true sense 
of accomplishment any given task 
provides. instead of procrastinating, get 
in the habit of setting early deadlines 
and being prepared. the Bible says in 
proverbs 6:6-8: “go to the ant, thou 
sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 
Which having no guide, overseer, or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the summer, 
and gathereth her food in the harvest.”

Be consistently consistent

anyone can do a good job once or twice, 
but doing your best on a consistent basis 
shows that you are a dependable and 
faithful person. today, this character 
trait is missing in too many young 
people. you may be a talented person, 
but if you are not demonstrating that 
talent day in and day out, no one will 
be able to rely on you when the time 
counts. By the same token, you may 
not have a lot of talent, but if you are 
consistent and faithful, you add value to 
your relationships.

choose your friends wisely

christian writer and theologian c.s. 
lewis once said “[t]he next best thing 
to being wise oneself is to live in a 
circle of those who are.” during the 
past five years, I have had the privilege 

of developing friendships with other 
christian guys that will last my lifetime. 
these men enjoy a good football game 
and are jokesters, but they also provide 
good and godly counsel in a time of 
need, even when i’m not in the mood 
to hear it. the more you see positive 
examples in your life, the more you will 
want to be a positive role model for 
others. Become friends with people who 
have goals and a strong work ethic, not 
just people you think are funny and cool. 
proverbs 27:17 says it this way: “iron 
sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth 
the countenance of his friend.”

life is an accumulation of choices that 
we make over a span of many years. 
during that time we make some good 
choices and some not-so-good choices. 
While there are many other lessons 
in life you will no doubt learn, begin 
applying these three in your life and you 
will reap the benefits just as I have. 

. . . . . . . . . .

henry and kim canelo lead the couples 
for christ class that meets every sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m.  henry maintains 
his practice at the law firm of Wilson 
elser where he specializes in general, 
professional, and employment liability 
matters in state and federal court.  the 
canelos have four children: ashton, 
alyssa, Jaeden and gavin.
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Good Friday
Service

Noon
. . . . .

Easter Morning
Services

9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
. . . . .

Easter Evening
Program
6:00 p.m.





she was just a poor little polish girl 
of 7 with one brother and four 

sisters. this little girl’s father was an 
alcoholic and he was not home much. 
By the time she was in the 2nd grade, 
her mother had left the family; shortly 
thereafter her father did, too. this 
little girl and her siblings stayed in the 
rundown house without a parent until a 
neighbor saw what was happening and 
intervened. she was sent to live with 
her grandparents, her mother’s parents, 
who showed her love and acceptance. 
her mother did eventually return with 
a new husband and then left again. 

her mother managed to stop by again, 
though, just to throw the children’s 
clothes on the front lawn. this little girl 
grew up, married my father, and became 
my wonderful mother. "Wonderful?" 
you may be thinking. how could this 
be? she came from a broken home and 
had a horrible example of a mother! yes, 
wonderful. For when my mother lived 
with her grandparents, they showed her 
the love of god, and my mother received 
christ as her savior.  

knowing my mother’s sad background 
helps me to appreciate even more the 

by
dina hoskinson
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mother i have. my mother is a very kind 
woman. When she was a little girl, she 
was nicknamed, “grandma Booty.” her 
sisters called her that because my mom 
was concerned that the neighborhood 
kittens would be cold during the winter 
months, so she knitted booties for 
their little paws. i often think of that 
nickname and smile. that is exactly 
like my mother. she is very concerned 
about little things like tiny kitten paws, 
and strangers, and people whom no one 
really takes notice of.  

my mother has never raised her voice 
at me –ever– even when i was going 
through my difficult teen years. I didn’t 
realize how significant this was until I 
had children of my own and saw that it 
was quite easy to raise my voice at them 
–often. i never remember her ever saying 
an unkind word to me. to my mother 
i was the smartest, most beautiful, 
thoughtful girl in the world (i have since 
learned that she was just looking at 
me through her rose-colored glasses of 
love.) i never wanted to disappoint her.

last, and most important, my mother 
has a forgiving heart. she held bitterness 
in her heart toward her mother, but after 
hearing a long-ago sermon at church 
on forgiveness, she realized that she 
was wrong. and so without her mother 
ever seeking forgiveness, my mother 
granted it anyway. i actually grew up 

knowing (and loving) this grandmother 
who had abandoned my mother, simply 
because my mother chose the path of 
forgiveness.  

the longer i experience the mother-
daughter relationship with my own 
two, the more and more i appreciate 
these fine qualities in my mother. 
Appreciation is by definition the act of 
estimating the qualities of things and 
giving them their proper value. For the 
entirety of my life, i have observed and 
experienced the kindness, gentleness, 
and forgiveness of my mother, and i 
truly realize that these qualities are 
worth far more than gold. thanks, mom. 
i consider it a special blessing from god 
to have you as my mother.

. . . . . . . . . .

dina has been a member of valley 
Forge Baptist for 25 years and has three 
children of her own. dina currently 
serves as pastor scott Wendal’s 
administrative assistant and has
done so for 23 years.
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June 18
thru

August 10

$135 per child, per week
fun & well-trained counselors

exciting & educating field trips
family discountsvalleyforgedaycamp.com



more than spring

cleaning
by

melissa Baker

community connection | 13

Before i had even opened the door 
and begun walking down the stairs, 

an awful dread filled my heart. I could 
ignore the situation no longer—my 
basement had to be cleaned. With 
visions of the producers of the infamous 
show “hoarders” knocking at my door, 
i took a deep breath and plunged in. 
though i knew i needed help moving 
things, my pride pushed me to first 
make everything as presentable as 
possible.

surrounded by cleaning solutions, boxes 
and dirty rags, i couldn’t help but think 

of how hard we try, on our own, to clean 
up our lives before coming to god and 
asking for help. yet he simply says, 
“come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and i will give you rest” 
(matthew 11:28). Feverishly we work to 
throw away the garbage, sweep up the 
clutter, and paint over the dirt. then we 
hear his quiet voice again, reminding 
us that we “are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags…” (isaiah 64:6). Finally, we simply 
close the door to the ugly, unkempt 
dungeon of our hearts and live upstairs 
rather than admit our need for help. 
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after all, it’s easier to pretend that 
everything is all right than to face the 
truth. and the truth is, we need a savior. 
We will never find peace with God, 
forgiveness for our sin and a home in 
heaven on our own, no matter how hard 
we try.  

the good news is that we don’t have to 
clean up our act on our own; there is 
a savior for us. We are promised that 
“though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool” (isaiah 1:18). When Jesus christ 

hung on the cross, he carried the full 
weight of our sin—every messed-up life, 
every filthy thought, every whitewashed 
lie. he has done all the work necessary 
for the cleansing of our hearts and lives; 
all we have to do is accept his help. and 
here is the best part—his gift is more 
than spring cleaning.  He offers us a new 
life. consider it an “extreme makeover” 
of the heart. accept his grace today!

. . . . . . . . . .

melissa Baker is the music coordinator 
at valley Forge Baptist.
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Renovation has begun on the 
property for our new location
of the Valley Forge Biblical 
Counseling Center.

On the campus of Valley Forge Baptist.
vfbcc.org | 866.828.9667


