




Sunday
9:00 & 10:30 am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30 am | Sunday School and Bible Fellowships
6:00 pm | Evening Worship Service

WedneSday
7:15 pm | Midweek Bible Study
7:15 pm | Youth Albaze: Ignite

Nursery aNd deaf iNterpretatioN provided for all services.

ServiceS

Thank you for taking a few moments to read our 
church’s Community Connection! The joy of my life 

is serving the Lord at Valley Forge Baptist
with what I believe to be some of

the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to 
you and would like to have 

the opportunity of personally 
meeting you here at Valley 
Forge Baptist. I hope that

you will join us
this Sunday.

pAStor
Scott &                                       

jodie
WEndAl
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What 
iS a 

church 
Sup-

poSed
to do?

by paStor Scott Wendal

“the importance of 
church” series

// part 4



a  mission statement has become a popular 
tool for businesses to clearly communicate 
the purpose of their existence. Here are a 
few of the mission statements of some of the 
largest companies in the world:
  
google  Google’s mission is to organize 
the world’s information and make it 
universally accessible and useful. 

facebook  Facebook’s mission is to give 
people the power to share and make the 
world more open and connected.

microSoft  Microsoft’s mission is to 
enable people and businesses throughout 
the world to realize their full potential. 

Skype  Skype’s mission is to be the fabric 
of real-time communication on the web.
 
diSney  The mission of the Walt Disney Co. 
is to be one of the world’s leading producers 
of entertainment and information… we seek 
to develop the most creative, innovative, and 
profitable entertainment experiences. 
 

Many in the secular world have the ability 
to clearly communicate their mission. The 
Lord Jesus Christ had this same ability 
when He gave His disciples their mission 

statement. The mission of the church is to 
make disciples of all nations (see Matthew 
28:18–20). 

Over the years, many followers of Christ 
have redefined His mission. Christians 
belong to Jesus Christ—we are His followers, 
not the other way around. We have no right 
to redefine the purpose of the church. Our 
responsibility is to believe and obey the 
commands given by Jesus in what we refer to 
as the Great Commission.
 
What iS the great commiSSion
of the church?
The Great Commission is to make disciples 
(followers of Jesus Christ). How do we do 
that?

In Matthew 28:19–20, Jesus used three 
action words to explain how to make a 
follower of Christ: going, baptizing, and 
teaching. For someone to become a follower 
of Christ, it is not enough just to become a 
Christian, nor is it enough just to get baptized. 
A true follower/disciple of Christ is someone 
who makes a commitment to follow Christ 
(is saved), then is baptized after making 
that commitment (see Acts 2:41), and then 
continually grows spiritually by learning the 
Bible, the Word of God.
 
Simply put...
One of the clearest ways to define what a 
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scott
wendal
senior pastor
at Valley forge Baptist 

church family is supposed to do is: 
evangelism and edification. Every 
Christian is to be involved in fulfilling 
the Great Commission. 

evangeliSm = Soul Winning                   
edification = Soul Building

From April 30 through May 4, Valley 
Forge Baptist will be hosting its 25th 
Annual Missions Conference. It truly is 
the most important week of the year for 
our church family. Someone wisely said, 
“A missions conference is a church in a 
business meeting deciding the fate of the 
heathen.” How will you vote? Come and 
meet some very special people who are 
willing to leave all that’s familiar in our 
country to take the Gospel to those in 
foreign lands. 

It’s going to take the love of God and 
the power of the Holy Spirit to complete 
the job of reaching our world with the 
Gospel.

The story is told of a man strolling 
on the beach who spotted a young boy 
tossing starfish back into the ocean. 
Along the shore were many starfish that 
had been washed up by the tide and were 

sure to die before the tide returned. The 
man watched as the little fellow picked 
up another of the dying starfish that 
had washed ashore. He chided the boy: 
“I’ve been watching what you’re doing, 
son. You have a good heart, and I know 
you mean well, but you’ll never save all 
those starfish. Does it really make any 
difference what you’re doing?” 

The little boy looked up from the 
starfish he held in his hand and as he 
gently tossed it back into the ocean, he 
replied, “It makes a difference to this 
one!”

Like the boy in the story, what you do 
with your life does make a difference to 
those around you. Jesus commissioned 
the people of the church to reach the 
world with the Gospel. The question is 
this: Will you make a difference with 
your life and be a part of what the church 
is supposed to do?
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Did you find yourself this winter standing 
inside your house by the window, gazing out 
at the endless white and wishing for the vivid 
hues of yellow, orange, blue, green, etc. to 
envelop your senses? For those of you who 
may struggle with seasonal allergies, you 
may resoundingly say “NO!” For the rest of 
us, we’re shouting “Bring it on!”

I’m not sure about you, but during this 
winter our household experienced the highs 
and lows of the season. On the first significant 
snow day, my children were ecstatic to be 
able to stay home from school and rush out 

to play in the beautiful winter wonderland. 
Snow is truly amazing. Did any of you 

experience the blue hue after shoveling that 
wet snow? I did, and I thought for sure my 
eyes were playing tricks on me, until I saw the 
report on the news and heard the explanation. 
I couldn’t help but think that God is an 
awesome Creator. My kids especially loved 
building snow forts, sledding, and sipping 
hot chocolate after a fun day of playing in the 
white stuff.

Fast forward a few snowstorms and repeated 
days off from school when I helped the kids 

Seasons
of life by

Tara Titus
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in and out of snow paraphernalia, 
and soon the beauty started to fade 
for me as well as the kids. Happiness 
turned to complaining. We had to 
deliberately choose to focus on the 
good things in order to squelch our 
discontented attitudes. 

It’s never easy to choose to change 
your negative thinking. However, I’m 
glad I have the Lord to help me focus 
on what’s real and to be thankful for 
it. In our home, we’ve had things to be 
thankful for such as daylight saving 
time, spring break that’s filled with fun 
activities, SPRING, and also Easter! 
My son keeps asking, “When is spring 
coming?” I have to smile, because 
isn’t it just like our human nature to 
want to rush along the seasons so that 
we can quickly get to the next one? 

Have you ever felt that way as a 
mom? Do you wish your kids would 
just grow up? I think if we were all 
honest with ourselves, we all might be 
guilty of thinking that thought a time 

or two (or twenty). However, when I 
catch myself thinking that way, I’m 
reminded of some dear, wise older 
ladies at church who remind me to 
cherish these moments. How right 
they are with their sage advice. I need 
to enjoy these “Seasons in Life” as a 
mom and realize that it’s all right to 
look forward to the next season as 
long as it doesn’t get me griping over 
where I am in life.

So for now, we’re enjoying the 
winter season but are eagerly looking 
forward to the spring season and 
the new life that will blossom before 
our very eyes. We’re also looking 
forward to celebrating Easter and the 
resurrection of our Lord, for He alone 
is the giver of seasons and also new 
life in Him!

tara
titus
church member at
Valley forge Baptist 
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mother

happy

be loved

be thanked

be honored
may 11

day
mother’S
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Three surgeries in eight days. Thirteen days 
in a coma. Eighty-six days in the hospital; 
fifty-eight of them in the intensive care unit. 
Missed our daughter’s wedding. Written off 
by the doctors. Hundreds of people praying. 
At death’s door. But God had other plans.

What was meant to be a “routine” surgery 
quickly turned into an enormous trial. I 
entered the hospital with some stomach 
pain. The doctors determined that I had 
diverticulitis (inflamed intestines), and I 
needed surgery. Things did not go well. 

One surgery turned into three surgeries in a 
matter of eight days. 

With literally hundreds of people praying 
for me from all around the world, on the day 
after four doctors told my wife that there was 
no hope for my recovery, Miracle #1 occurred. 
God woke me from my coma.  

In just a few short weeks I walked out of 
the hospital, but my kidneys were still not 
functioning properly. I was told that for three 
days per week I would need dialysis. My 
kidney doctor met with me to tell me I needed 

the lord is my strength 
and song, and is become 
my salvation. the voice of 
rejoicing and salvation is 
in the tabernacles of the 

righteous: the right hand of 
the lord doeth valiantly. 

the right hand of the lord 
is exalted: the right hand of 
the lord doeth valiantly. 
i shall not die, but live, and 

declare the works of the 
lord! 

psalm 118:14–17

 god’S
     plansby

Dave Davis
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a “permanent” port in my arm. He 
prepared me for a life of dialysis. But 
I told him that the God who “raised 
me from the dead” was going to heal 
my kidneys. My doctor said that 
I would need the port within four 
weeks. I told him God would heal 
me first. My doctor replied, “Son, 
your kidneys are nearly dead. No 
one in your condition ever gets off 
dialysis.” But Miracle #2 occurred. 
Three weeks and two days after our 
conversation, to the amazement of 
my doctor, I was off dialysis and my 
kidneys were functioning on their 
own. 

Since these events of just three 
years ago, I have had the opportunity 
to share my testimony of miraculous 
recovery with literally thousands of 
people. My family and I created a 
post card titled “A Living Miracle” 
that has been handed out to hundreds 
of people. I had the opportunity to 
be on Christian television, where I 
shared my miracle story. The hospital 
even asked me to participate in its 
e-holiday card greeting, in which I 

shared my story with thousands of 
employees and others. In addition, 
I have shared my testimony with 
nearly every co-worker in the 
company where I now work.

God is good! He obviously had a 
greater purpose in mind for my trial 
that I may never fully understand, 
but I believe what Psalm 118:17 says:  
“I shall not die, but live, and declare 
the works of the Lord.”

Dave
davis
choir Director and seasoned saints class Leader
at Valley forge Baptist and
cfo at schaedler Yesco Distribution
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I was raised in a dysfunctional family with 
a father who was addicted to alcohol. I lived 
in fear of him and eventually everything and 
everyone else. In school, I became a target 
for bullies. My family attended a Catholic 
church, but the idea that anyone was more 
powerful than my dad was lost on me. 

By the time I was an adult I had given up on 
God. I traveled down many roads (and made 

some bad decisions) to try to find happiness 
and spent 10 years in counseling in an effort 
to come to terms with my troubled childhood.
Every road led to more emptiness.

In the summer of 2012, I was an 
unemployed single mother with no direction 
when I was invited to attend the Reformers 
Unanimous program one Friday night at 
Valley Forge Baptist. It was there that I heard 

   from 
fear
   tofaith

if the son 
therefore
shall make
you free, ye
shall be
free indeed.
John 8:36

by
Emily Meyers
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about God in a different way than I 
had before. As I listened, I heard the 
words forgiveness, restoration, and 
salvation. I heard about the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ. I heard that 
I could be free from addiction and 
from the guilt and shame of my past. 

At first, this seemed too good to 
be true… but was it? Was this the 
answer to my lifelong search for 
contentment? I had nothing left to 
lose, so I answered the knocking 
I sensed within me and opened 
the door of my heart to the Lord. I 
experienced an instant peace and my 
soul found rest. 

What I had been trying to satisfy 
was a spiritual void that wasn’t being 
filled by anything the world offered.
After that first night, when I accepted 

Christ’s forgiveness and received 
salvation, my life would never be the 
same. Within just one year God gave 
me a new job and then the love of my 
life, whom I married in October 2013 
in a beautiful ceremony. Some people 
might call this a lifestyle change, but 
I call it a miracle.

Nineteenth-century British 
preacher Charles Spurgeon once 
wrote, “Nothing teaches us about the 
preciousness of the Creator as much 
as when we learn the emptiness of 
everything else.” 

emily
meyers
church member at
Valley forge Baptist
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