






Money talks. Unfortunately, it 
only says “Goodbye!” How 
true is that statement in our 

lives? How about the line from an old 
movie: “We can’t be out of  money; we 
still have checks left.” I’m afraid these 
statements are far too familiar to people 
searching for the “American Dream.” 
One day they wake up and realize the 
chase has become a nightmare.

We all want a nice home to live in where 
we feel safe and are confident that we 
have made a wise investment of  our 
money. We want to know that our hard 
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work will pay off  and that, at retire-
ment, we will reap the benefits and 
live the rest of  our lives comfortably. 
That’s the “American Dream,” and for 
centuries this country has been chasing 
this ideal. After all, aren’t we entitled to 
the unalienable rights of  “Life, Liberty, 
and the Pursuit of  Happiness?”

So what happened? 
Why has the dream 
of  home owner-
ship in this country 
backfired? Why do 
we have too much 
month at the end of  
our money? Is there 
any hope for us and 
our children? Allow 
me to answer this 
last question with 
an emphatic ABSO-
LUTELY! YES!

Did you know that 
the Bible contains 
more than 800 vers-
es that pertain to 
money and financ-
es? And if  you add 
in the references to money and mate-
rial things, the count goes up to more 
than 2,300. That tells me that God is 
serious about how He wants us to han-
dle our finances. Proverbs 23:23 states, 
“Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wis-
dom, and instruction, and understand-
ing.” Solomon told his son to “get the 
facts and spend whatever energy you 
need to get the truth.” That’s good ad-
vice for all of  us to follow, especially in 
the area of  finances.

Larry Burkett, an author with experi-
ence on the subject of  personal financ-
es, said: “Money problems are not the 
problem; they are the symptom of  a 
personal problem.” It has been my ex-
perience in my 21 years in the banking/
financial services industry, and in coun-
seling people with financial issues, that 

what Mr. Burkett said 
is true.

At Valley Forge Bap-
tist, we spend a lot of  
time and energy trying 
to make sure that peo-
ple understand how 
to fight the “Battle 
of  the Budget.” We 
are excited to offer 
Dave Ramsey’s Finan-
cial Peace University 
on Wednesday nights 
for 13 weeks starting 
January 11, 2012. We 
also provide biblical 
financial counseling 
to help people un-
derstand that God’s 
principles were writ-
ten to help us stay out 

of  the “debt trap.” If  we can help you 
in any way, please contact us at (610) 
948-8100.

Symptoms of financial 
problems or bondage:

1. You are not happy with what  
God has given you. Remember 
this–your yearnings will always 
exceed your earnings.

2. You argue among yourselves 
about money matters. Studies 
show that the cause of  75% 
of  all broken marriages can be 
traced to money problems.

3. You can’t or don’t pay credit card 
balances in full each month.

4. You need or have already 
considered a consolidation loan. 

5. You charge items because you 
can’t pay cash. 
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New Year’s resolutions can be
tough to stick with. Make this the year 
you reach your goals. Valley Forge 
Baptist offers several programs you 
may find helpful. Check them out on 
the next page.

at
Valley Forge Baptist
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Chosen 300 is a ministry to 
people of the Pottstown 
area who are less fortunate 
and in need of a good meal 
along with a church service 
and presentation of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. On the first 
Tuesday of the month and at 
other times during the year, 
a team of volunteers comes 
to Valley Forge Baptist and 
prepares a meal for approxi-
mately 100 people. The vol-
unteers transport the food to 
a facility in Pottstown, where 
they conduct a church ser-
vice and serve the meal. At 
Christmastime the Chosen 
300 participants are invited 
to Valley Forge  for a spe-
cial meal, Christmas musical 
presentation, and to receive 
gifts. The gratefulness of the 
recipients truly warms the 
hearts of the volunteers. 

Reformers Unanimous is a 
Christ-centered addictions 
recovery program that di-
rects those struggling with 
life-dominating addictions 
back to God’s support group 
– the local church. We are 
excited to provide a minis-
try to help those who have 
been hurt, those who strug-
gle, and those who want to 
help a loved one struggling 
with addictions.  

RU’s mission is to seek out 
and help restore to health 
those who are held cap-
tive by stubborn habits and 
addictions that rob them of 
spiritual blessings, the ability 
to care for and about others, 
and acceptance in society.  

We invite you to join us every 
Friday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Find out how the Truth can 
finally make you free! 

It can oftentimes seem like a 
rare opportunity that we hear 
something positive. Death, 
war, and an economic roller-
coaster are the constant top 
stories in the news today. It’s 
hard to go through this life, 
but it’s even harder to raise 
teens in a society that has so 
many dangerous avenues. 
Here at Valley Forge Baptist, 
we have recognized that the 
teens need encouragement 
and love as they develop in 
society. Through a weekly 
youth service on Wednes-
days, special Sunday School 
programs, and an active 
schedule full of activities and 
special events, our goal is to 
assist you and encourage 
your teen as he or she faces 
and prepares for the chal-
lenges of this world.  
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During the summer, our Day 
Camp runs from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
for your elementary school-
aged children. We have a 
staff of trained and expe-
rienced workers who will 
guide your children through 
a fun, exciting, and educa-
tional summer of activities, 
field trips, and character- 
building Bible lessons. During 
the summer we visit excit-
ing places such as Arnold’s 
Go-Karts, the Reading Plan-
etarium, the Reading Phillies, 
and much, much more! Visit  
www.valleyforgedaycamp.
org for more information.   

We have over 100 church 
volunteers who are in the 
process of discipling some 
800 inmates. We actively cor-
respond with all 27 Pennsyl-
vania State Prisons, visiting 16 
of them each year. Twice a 
year we visit Delaware State 
Prisons. We correspond with 
inmates in 3 County Prisons 
and 6 other State Prisons.
We are committed to equip-
ping new believers to grow 
in their faith through various 
forms of discipleship, and to 
help them learn the neces-
sary tools to lead a faithful, 
productive life both in and 
out of prison. We bring mes-
sages to incarcerated men 
and women, explaining 
God’s Word and establish-
ing a clear understanding 
to apply it to their personal 
lives. We strive to bring godly 
music into each institution 
we visit to encourage and 
enlighten, as well as enter-
tain, the inmates on special 
occasions. 

Master Clubs is a weekly 
Bible club that teaches kids 
how to explore the world 
through God’s Word. The 
goal of Master Clubs is to 
train children to effectively 
live for God. This is accom-
plished through various proj-
ects, workbooks, badges, 
and Scripture memorization. 
We also have a structured 
game time to allow children 
to expend energy and learn 
teamwork. The program is for 
children aged 4 through the 
6th grade. Each class has 
age-appropriate material 
and teaching that engages 
your children on their level. 
Master Clubs runs from the 
first Wednesday of Septem-
ber through May. We have 
club from 7:00 p.m. to 8:15 
p.m. every Wednesday. 
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VFBCC is first and foremost 
a non-profit biblical coun-
seling center. We use the 
Bible as our primary textbook 
and source of information 
for counseling. We do not 
integrate the Bible and psy-
chology into an eclectic 
counseling system but work 
with these other disciplines 
as necessary and will refer 
counselees to medical doc-
tors and psychiatrists as the 
need arises. 

VFBCC is a separate but 
extended ministry of Valley 
Forge Baptist. We have been 
in the practice of counsel-
ing for more than 20 years in 
our community as a church, 
and we launched the Bibli-
cal Counseling Center as a 
separate ministry in October 
2011. VFBCC exists for the 
purpose of helping people 
in three ways: to find hope, 
healing, and help. Hours: 
Tuesday and Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m.; Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; closed 
Sunday and Monday.  

The Valley Forge Baptist Adult 
Bible Fellowship Ministry is a 
teaching ministry to adults 
specifically designed to help 
them develop a deeper pas-
sion for God and love for 
people.  This is accomplished 
through regular Bible stud-
ies, discipleship, relationship 
building, social activities, 
and care-giving ministries 
with fellow group members 
within one’s life stage. We 
have nine life stages for you 
to choose from. You can se-
lect one that best fits your 
situation in life and places 
you with other people in 
that same life stage.  It of-
fers the opportunity for you 
to interact with people who 
might be experiencing the 
same events in life that you 
are and develop meaning-
ful relationships as a result.  
ABFs meet every Sunday 
morning at 9:45 a.m. for one 
hour but other activities oc-
cur throughout the week.  
We would love to have you 
come and experience this 
ministry for yourself to find out 
what the ABF ministry is all 
about.

 
One of the most exciting 
times of the year at Valley 
Forge Baptist is the annual 
World Missions Conference 
held every spring. This spe-
cial occasion provides the 
opportunity for you to hear 
from missionaries minister-
ing all around the world and 
find out how “a cup of cold 
water given in Jesus’ name” 
is making a lasting impact 
on virtually every continent. 
You’ll be able to engage 
in conversations with mis-
sionaries who serve in areas 
such as Uganda, Africa; the 
islands of Vanuatu; Albania; 
and regions beyond. You’ll 
be blessed as you hear how 
everyone can have an eter-
nal impact around the world 
while helping in the here 
and now. You’ll also be chal-
lenged with ways you can 
have an impact on the world 
now and for eternity for the 
glory of God. 
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Every Sunday morning, Kid-
Zone at Valley Forge Baptist 
is the place to be! KidZone 
holds Sunday School at 9:45 
a.m. and Junior Church at 
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Each service has a class 
for ages 2 through the 6th 
grade. Our motto is “Mak-
ing a difference one child 
at a time,” and that is what 
we strive to do every Sun-
day. We would love to have 
the opportunity to minister to 
your children! Here’s what 
your kids can look forward to 
each week: 

• Biblical principles that 
your kids will be able to 
ground their lives on 

• Teachers who genuinely 
love their students 

• Great friends 
• A loving atmosphere 

and a wholesome envi-
ronment

• An opportunity for your 
kids to develop a per-
sonal relationship with 
Jesus Christ 

• Truths that your kids can 
apply to their lives in 
practical ways 

If you’re looking for a safe, 
Christ-centered program 
that will help your children 
learn from the Word of God, 
cultivate a respect for par-
ents, and develop a love 
for others, we invite you to 
come and learn more about 
our exciting KidZone ministry.  

The Annual Harvest Festival 
began as an event for young 
families to celebrate the fall 
harvest season around Oc-
tober 31 in an alternative 
way with a fun evening of 
games, activities, and fes-
tive foods. Since those early 
days the enthusiasm for the 
event has overflowed to 
many other life-stage fami-
lies and reached beyond our 
church family to the entire 
local community. If you’re 
looking for an exciting, fun, 
wholesome, and safe alter-
native to celebrate fall with 
your family, you’ll “fall” in 
love with the Harvest Festival 
at Valley Forge Baptist. 

community connection | 11







Pastor Lamar Eifert
Counseling

Adult Bible Fellowships Bankruptcy can produce great 
anxiety and send emotional 
shivers down one’s spine!  The 

thought of  losing everything can be a 
devastating prospect.  Sadly, with the 
current downturn in our economy, 
bankruptcy is no longer as uncommon.  
Studies show over 1.5 million consum-
ers filed for bankruptcy in 2010–up 
8.1% from 2009 (www.bankruptcyac-
tion.com/USbankstats.htm). Increas-
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ing consumer debt combined with the 
unemployment rate is taking its toll on 
the American consumer.  Individuals 
have gotten in over their heads finan-
cially,  leaving them few options but to 
seek governmental relief  for their fi-
nancial woes.

There’s another form of  bankruptcy 
that has an even more devastating effect 
than financial bankruptcy.  It too is on 
the rise within our American borders.  
It’s called “spiritual bankruptcy” and it 
has eternal consequences.  In essence, 
spiritual bankruptcy occurs at birth and 
can continue into adulthood because it 
has to do with our spiritual condition 
before God.  The Bible teaches in Ro-
mans 3:23 that we all are sinners and 
have fallen short of  God’s standard of  
righteousness.  This makes every per-
son spiritually bankrupt.  Jesus said in 
Revelation 3:17, “Because thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with goods, and 
have need of  nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind…”

Our sin has placed us under insur-
mountable debt, a debt that cannot be 
repaid with hard work.  We are spiri-
tually wretched, miserable, poor, and 
blind in God’s eyes. Romans 6:23 states, 
good works do not cancel out our sin 
debt.  Sadly, the consequence for this 
spiritually bankrupt condition is eternal 
death.

The good news is that Jesus Christ of-
fers a wonderful remedy for man’s spir-
itual bankruptcy.  He says in Matthew 
11:28, “Come unto me, all ye that labor 

and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” It is relief  from the burden of  our 
bankrupting sin.  He died on the cross 
for all mankind and paid the sin debt 
that makes us bankrupt with God.  He 
offered His life in our place, perfectly 
satisfying God’s demand of  payment for 
our sin.

To experience freedom from spiritual 
bankruptcy, you must invite Jesus to 
come into your heart and life and ask 
Him to forgive you of  all your sin.  It 
will be the best 
decision you ever 
make, because it 
will provide free-
dom for a life-
time.  If  you have 
questions or want 
to learn more, 
call our church at 
(610) 948-8100.
 

Over
1.5 million 
consumers 
filed for 
bankruptcy
in 2010.
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