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SUNDAY
9:00 & 10:30 am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30 am | Sunday School and Bible Fellowships
6:00 pm | Evening Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
7:15 pm | Midweek Bible Study
7:15 pm | Youth Ablaze: Ignite [ 7th–12th grade ]

NURSERY AND DEAF INTERPRETATION PROVIDED FOR ALL SERVICES.

SERVICES

Thank you for taking a few moments to read our 
church’s Community Connection! The joy of my life 

is serving the Lord at Valley Forge Baptist
with what I believe to be some of

the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to 
you and would like to have 

the opportunity of personally 
meeting you here at Valley 
Forge Baptist. I hope that

you will join us
this Sunday.

PASTOR
SCOTT &                                       

JODIE
WENDAL
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DO ALL RELIGIONS
LEAD TO GOD?

The number of religions in the 
world makes it challenging to 
know which one is correct. 
With so many belief systems 
to consider and the claim that 
all religions lead to God, many 
people who are earnestly 
seeking the truth about 
God are confused. The end 
result is that some seekers 
despair of ever reaching the 
absolute truth on the subject, 
or they decide to embrace 
the universalist claim that 
all religions lead to God. Of 
course, skeptics argue that the 
existence of so many religions 
is proof that no one can know 
God or that God simply does 
not exist.

We first must ask: Does 
absolute truth exist? If it does 
not, then we really cannot be 
sure of anything (spiritual or 
otherwise), and we become 
agnostics, unsure if we really 

know anything, or pluralists, 
accepting every position 
because we are not sure 
which, if any, is right.

Absolute truth is defined as 
that which matches reality; 
that which corresponds to 
its object; telling it like it is. 
Some people say there is no 
such thing as absolute truth, 
but taking such a position 
becomes self-defeating. For 
example, the relativist says 
“All truth is relative,” yet one 
must ask: Is that statement 
absolutely true? If so, then 
absolute truth does exist; 
if not, then why consider 
it? Postmodernism affirms 
no truth, yet in doing so, it 
affirms at least one absolute 
truth: Postmodernism is true. 
In the end, absolute truth 
becomes undeniable.

Further, absolute truth is 

naturally narrow and excludes 
its opposite. For example, two 
plus two equals four, and no 
further answer is possible. 
This point is essential when 
comparing different belief 
systems and world views. 
If one belief system has 
components that are proven 
true, then any competing 
belief system with contrary 
claims must be false. Also, 
we must keep in mind that 
absolute truth is not affected 
by sincerity and desire. No 
matter how sincerely someone 
embraces a lie, it is still a lie. 
And no desire in the world 
can make something true that 
is false.

Romans 1:19–21 contains the 
biblical explanation for why 
there are so many religions. 
The truth of God is seen and 
known by every human being 
because God has made it so. 
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Instead of accepting the truth 
about God and submitting to 
it, most human beings reject 
it and seek their own way to 
understand God. This leads not 
to enlightenment regarding 
God, but to futility of thinking. 
Here is where we find the basis 
of the “many religions.”

Many people do not want to 
believe in a God who demands 
righteousness and morality, 
so they invent a God who 
makes no such requirements. 
Many people do not want to 
believe in a God who declares 
it impossible for people to 
earn their own way to heaven. 
So they invent a God who 
accepts people into heaven if 
they have completed certain 
steps, followed certain rules, 
and/or obeyed certain laws, at 
least to the best of their ability. 
Many people do not want a 
relationship with a God who 
is sovereign and omnipotent. 
So they imagine God as being 
more of a mystical force than 
a personal and sovereign ruler.

The existence of so many 
religions is not an argument 
against God’s existence or an 

argument that truth about 
God is not clear. Rather, 
the existence of so many 
religions is demonstration of 
humanity’s rejection of the 
one true God. Human beings 
have replaced Him with gods 
that are more to their liking. 
This is a dangerous enterprise. 
The desire to recreate God in 
our own image comes from 
the sin nature within us—a 
nature that will eventually 
“reap destruction” (Galatians 
6:7–8).

All religions do lead to God. All 
but one leads to His judgment. 
Only one—Christianity—leads 
to His forgiveness and eternal 
life. No matter what religion 
one embraces, everyone will 
meet the one true and living 
God after death (Hebrews 
9:27). All religions lead to God, 
but only one religion will result 
in God’s acceptance, because 
only through His salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ 
can anyone approach Him 
with confidence (John 14:6). 

Greg
JOYNER
Associate Pastor
at Valley Forge Baptist 
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References:
Got Questions?
http://www.gotquestions.org/

Ravi Zacharias International 
Ministries
http://www.rzim.org/

Reference verses (KJV):
Romans 1:19–21
19 Because that which may be 
known of God is manifest in 
them; for God hath shewed it 
unto them.
20 For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the 
world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse:
21 Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in 
their imaginations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened.

Galatians 6:7–8
7 Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.
8 For he that soweth to his 
flesh shall of the flesh reap 
corruption; but he that soweth 
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting.

Hebrews 9:27
27 And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this 
the judgment:

John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am 
the way, the truth, and the 
life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.
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IF GOD EXISTS, 
WHY IS THERE SO 
MUCH PAIN AND 

SUFFERING?
If you haven’t asked this 
question or heard it asked, 
you will. The fact that pain 
and suffering are prevalent in 
this world seems absolutely 
incongruous with the concept 
of a loving and omnipotent 
(all-powerful) God. 

The problem can be expressed 
this way: (1) If a loving and 
all-powerful God exists, and 
He wants to deliver mankind 
from suffering but can’t, then 
He isn’t all-powerful. (2) If a 
loving and all-powerful God 
exists, and He can deliver 
mankind from suffering but 
won’t, then He doesn’t love. 
(3) Therefore, a loving and 
all-powerful God does NOT 
exist, or God may exist, but 
evidently He is loving and 
weak, hateful and strong, or 

hateful and weak; He cannot 
be both loving and omnipotent 
and allow suffering to exist.

How does one explain the 
existence of evil in our world 
if God is both loving and 
omnipotent? In theology, an 
argument which attempts to 
solve this dilemma is called 
a theodicy (from theos/God 
+ dike/just), which literally 
means justifying God. Can the 
idea of a just God be reconciled 
with the existence of evil? 
Brilliant minds have argued 
this point throughout the 
centuries, and the conclusions 
have varied—God does not 
exist, God is vengeful, God is 
weak, evil is illusionary and 
doesn’t really exist, and so on. 
Is there a reasonable answer 
to this?

The Scriptures reveal 
God as not only loving, 
omnipotent, omniscient (all-
knowing), holy, and just but 
also longsuffering, patient, 
kind, and much more. His 
creation of all things was 
good. Repeated throughout 
the Creation account in 
Genesis 1 is the phrase “and 
God saw…that it was good.” 
His crowning creation was 
mankind—a man and a 
woman made in His image 
and after His likeness. This 
likeness was not physical, but 
moral and spiritual. 

God created mankind with 
intellect, emotions, and 
volition (a free will). Adam 
and Eve were created with 
the ability to exercise their 
will through choices. They 
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were not created with false 
intelligence, without emotions, 
and programmed to behave 
a certain way. They were 
not created as animals with 
instinctual behavior. Human 
beings could think, reason, and 
choose their course of action 
accordingly. The possibility 
of the entrance of evil into 
the human experience was 
a consequence of our being 
created as free moral agents. 
Had we been created without 
a free will, without emotions, 
and programmed with false 
intelligence, perhaps sin could 
have been avoided. 

Why didn’t God destroy 
His creation as soon as sin 
entered the picture? Like 
most why questions, that is 
difficult to answer, for who can 
comprehend the infinite mind 
of the Creator? Clearly, He 
doesn’t operate on our time 
scale. Perhaps He is allowing 
evil to run its course in order to 
destroy it once and for all. And 
He will destroy it, as recorded 
in Revelation 20:7–15. The 
last two chapters of the Bible, 
Revelation 21 and 22, describe 
life without sin. 

A good answer to the issue 
of reconciling a loving and 
omnipotent God with the 
existence of evil in mankind 
is that God created human 
beings with a free will, yet 
without sin. Inherent in 
having a free will is the 
possibility of rebellion against 
the loving Creator. Adam and 
Eve eventually chose to rebel, 
and they fell into sin as a just 
punishment for their decision 
to disobey God. 

Though Adam and Eve were 
created with innocence, they 
chose sin, and sin became 
part of their nature. That sin 
nature has been procreatively 
passed on to every one of their 
descendants, as is revealed in 
Romans 5:19, “…by one man’s 
disobedience many were made 
sinners,….” Sin has existed in 
the human experience ever 
since Adam and Eve fell, hence 
the overwhelming magnitude 
of pain and suffering. But God 
will eventually destroy it.

Sam
AYLESTOCK
Associate Pastor
at Valley Forge Baptist 



For many people, the past is a 
painful period of life that may 
hold bad memories, harsh 
relationships, and painful 
events that people carry with 
them throughout life. If not 
dealt with properly, the events 
of the past can have adverse 
effects on people’s personal 
well-being and success in the 
present, because people can 
bring their painful past into 
their current existence. The 
past can seem like a “ball 
and chain” dragging them 
down and keeping them from 
experiencing the joy and 
contentment life has to offer.  

Many psychological therapies 
are available today that help 
reach into the past lives 
of people in an attempt to 
“uncover” the root cause of 
their current problems. It’s 
true that examining and 
understanding the past can 
serve as a window into the 

future, but digging into one’s 
past on a regular basis also 
can be an irritant that keeps 
the pain of the past a current 
memory and may actually 
prevent real healing from 
taking place. Continually 
discussing the painful past 
can be like reopening an old 
wound, serving as a constant 
reminder of those past hurts.

Another approach to dealing 
with our past resides in the 
pages of holy Scripture. It’s 
found in Philippians 3:13 and 
was written by the apostle 
Paul, who himself had a 
sordid and painful past, to be 
sure. He said, as part of the 
answer to his painful past, 
“Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended [fully 
comprehended]: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those 
things which are before…” In 

other words, the goal for each 
individual suffering from 
painful past memories is not 
to dig around in the past but 
to let it go and experience a 
new spiritual and emotional 
life that Jesus Christ wants 
people to have in the present 
(and into the future) through 
a deep and meaningful 
relationship with Him. 

If you would like help dealing 
with your past, please 
contact the Valley Forge 
Biblical Counseling Center 
at 866.828.9667 to make an 
appointment.

HOW DO I DEAL WITH
MY PAST?
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Lamar
EIFERT
Associate Pastor
at Valley Forge Baptist 
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