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Listen to war stories from a WWII Veteran 
on May 6, 13, and 20 at 7:00 p.m.

DON EVANS
Double Purple 
Heart Recipient and 
Consultant to the
movie Fury



SUNDAY
9:00 & 10:30 am | Worship Service

9:00 & 10:30 am | Sunday School and Bible Fellowships
6:00 pm | Evening Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
7:15 pm | Midweek Bible Study

7:15 pm | Youth Ablaze: Ignite [ 7th–12th grade ]

Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

services

Thank you for taking a few moments to read our church’s 
Community Connection! The joy of my life is serving the Lord 

at Valley Forge Baptist with what I believe to be some of
the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to you and would like to 
personally meet you here at Valley Forge Baptist.

I hope that you will join us this Sunday.

PASTOR
SCOTT &                                       

JODIE
WENDAL
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All of us need encouragement. 
We need somebody to 

believe in us, to reassure and reinforce us, to 
help us pick up the pieces and go on, to fuel 
our flame of determination as we face the odds 
against us.
 
I doesn’t matter how influential, secure, or 
mature a person you may appear to be, an 
expression of encouragement never fails to 
help.
 

One hundred years ago, representative from 
Kentucky, George Adams wrote, “We should 
seize every opportunity to give encouragement. 
Encouragement is oxygen of the soul.”
 
When was the last time someone encouraged 
you, I mean, they came along side and said 
something or did something and you walked 
away with a smile, with a challenge, with a 
desire to go forward and do your best. You 
walked away with a boost and zest for life that 
you didn’t have before that time with them. I’m 
not talking about just being a people pleaser, 

but really adding value to someone’s life. Has 
that happened to you recently where someone 
really blessed you?

Let’s reverse it: When was the last time you 
encouraged someone? I mean you really 
encouraged them. They walked away from you 
with a smile, with a challenge, with a desire to 
go forward and do their best. One of the best 
things you can do in your interactions with 
others, is to treat them as if they were the 
most important person on earth to you at that 
moment. 

Have you ever read a book, or article, or heard 
a sermon and as soon as it was over you said 
to yourself, “That was for me. That’s an area 
I’m going to implement in my life. That really 
motivated or challenged me spiritually to do 
more for God or others.” If so, then you received 
an encouraging word. Once you receive it, look 
for ways to give it to others—starting at home.
 
The history books are full of stories of gifted 
persons whose talents were overlooked by 
many people until someone believed in them.

•Einstein was four years old before 
he could speak and seven before 
he could read. 

“Encouragement is oxygen 
of the soul.”

 U.S Rep. George Adams

Encourager
be an
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•Isaac Newton did poorly in 
elementary school. 

•A newspaper editor fired Walt 
Disney because he had “no good 
ideas.”

•Leo Tolstoy flunked out of college.
•And the great rocket scientist, 

Werner von Braun, failed 9th 
grade algebra. 

•Haydn gave up ever making a 
musician of Beethoven, who 
seemed a slow and plodding 
young man with no apparent 
talent – except a belief in music. 

There is a lesson in such stories: different 
people develop at different rates, and the best 
motivators are always on the lookout for hidden 
gifts. Be an encourager! Learn to identify those 
hidden talents and then encourage those 
individuals with your words and actions.
 

Parents, one of your jobs is to identify the 
“diamond in the rough!” God uniquely made 
your child with special gifts, graces, and abilities 
that no one else on this planet possesses. Your 
job is to inspire them to use those gifts and 
abilities for the glory of God in their lifetime. 
When you take God’s power and a humble 
surrendered will, the supernatural will occur. 
 
Every person, every marriage, every family, 
every church, every community, and every 
country needs encouragers. Encouragers are 

the oil to the engine, the oxygen for the lungs, 
and the water to the well.

“Flatter me, and I may not believe you. 
Criticize me, and I may not like you. 
Ignore me, and I may not forgive you. 
Encourage me, and I will not forget you.”
William Arthur Ward

The apostle Paul wrote his journey to 
encouragement out of his most difficult days in 
life. Beginning on April 19, we will follow Paul’s 
personal journey of hope and renewal. It has 
been a long winter in Pennsylvania. But spring 
is here and God wants to breathe new life into 
your spiritual and personal walk. 

 
Upcoming Messages on Encouragement.

APRIL
5    Easter
12  Guest Speaker Dr. Les Ollila
19  The God Who Comforts
26  How to Have a Clean Conscience
 
MAY 
3   World Missions Conference
10  Mother’s Day
17  Standing on God’s Promises
31  Forgiveness – the Best way to Live
 
JUNE
7    Our Triumph in Christ
14  We are God’s Word to the World
21  Father’s Day
28  The Spirit Gives Life

Parents, one of your 
jobs is to identify the 

“diamond in the rough.”

Scott
WENDAL
Senior Pastor
at Valley Forge Baptist 
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WHAT IS ISLAM
AND WHAT DO 

MUSLIMS BELIEVE?



Islam 
is a religious system begun 
in the seventh century by 
Muhammad. Muslims follow 
the teachings of the Qur’an 

and strive to keep the Five 
Pillars.

The History of Islam
In the seventh century, 
Muhammad claimed 
the angel Gabriel visited 
him. During these 
angelic visitations, which 

continued for about 23 
years until Muhammad’s 

death, the angel purportedly 
revealed to Muhammad the 
words of Allah (the Arabic 
word for “God” used by 
Muslims). These dictated 
revelations compose the 
Qur’an, Islam’s holy book. 
Islam means “submission,.”  
The word Muslim means “one 
who submits to Allah.”

The Doctrine of Islam
Muslims summarize their 
doctrine in six articles of faith:
1. Belief in one Allah: Muslims 
believe Allah is one, eternal, 
creator, and sovereign.
2. Belief in the angels.

3. Belief in the prophets: 
The prophets include the 
biblical prophets but end with 
Muhammad as Allah’s final 
prophet.
4. Belief in the revelations of 
Allah: Muslims accept certain 
portions of the Bible, such as 
the Torah and the Gospels. 
They believe the Qur’an is the 
preexistent, perfect word of 
Allah. 
5. Belief in the last day of 
judgment and the hereafter: 
Everyone will be resurrected 
for judgment into either 
paradise or hell.
6. Belief in predestination: 
Muslims believe Allah has 
decreed everything that will 
happen. Muslims testify to 
Allah’s sovereignty with their 
frequent phrase, inshallah, 
meaning, “if God wills.”

The Five Pillars of Islam
These five tenets compose the 
framework of obedience for 
Muslims:
1. The testimony of faith 
(shahada):  “There is no 
deity but Allah. Muhammad 
is the messenger of Allah.” A 
person can convert to Islam 
by stating this creed. The 
shahada shows that a Muslim 

believes in Allah alone as deity 
and believes that Muhammad 
reveals Allah.
2. Prayer (salat): Five ritual 
prayers must be performed 
every day. 
3. Giving (zakat): This 
almsgiving is a certain 
percentage given once a year.
4. Fasting (sawm): Muslims 
fast during Ramadan in the 
ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar. They must not eat or 
drink from dawn until sunset.
5. Pilgrimage (hajj): If 
physically and financially 
possible, a Muslim must make 
the pilgrimage to Mecca in 
Saudi Arabia at least once. 

A Muslim’s entrance into 
paradise hinges on obedience 
to these Five Pillars. Still, 
Allah may reject them. Even 
Muhammad was not sure 
whether Allah would admit 
him to paradise (Surah 46:9; 
Hadith 5:266).

An Evaluation of Islam
Compared to Christianity, 
Islam has some similarities 
but significant differences. 
Like Christianity, Islam is 
monotheistic. However, 
Muslims reject the Trinity—
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that God has revealed Himself as one in three 
persons: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Muslims claim that Jesus was one of the most 
important prophets—not God’s Son. Islam 
asserts that Jesus, though born of a virgin, 
was created like Adam. Muslims do not believe 
Jesus died on the cross. They do not understand 
why Allah would allow His prophet Isa (the 
Islamic word for “Jesus”) to die a torturous 
death. Yet the Bible shows how the death of 
the perfect Son of God was essential to pay for 
the sins of believers (Isaiah 53:5-6; John 3:16; 
14:6; 1 Peter 2:24). 

Islam teaches that the Qur’an is the final 
authority and the last revelation of Allah. The 
Bible, however, was completed in the first 
century with the Book of Revelation. The Bible 
warns against anyone adding to or subtracting 
from God’s Word (Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 
30:6; Galatians 1:6-12; Revelation 22:18). The 
Qur’an, as a claimed addition to God’s Word, 
directly disobeys God’s command.

Muslims believe that paradise can be earned 
through keeping the Five Pillars. The Bible, 
in contrast, reveals that sinful man can never 
measure up to the holy God (Romans 3:23; 
6:23). Only by God’s grace may sinners be 
saved through repentant faith in Jesus (Acts 
20:21; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Because of these essential differences and 
contradictions, Islam and Christianity cannot 
both be true. The Bible and Qur’an cannot 

both be God’s Word. The truth has eternal 
consequences.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life”  (John 3:16).

What is Islam, and what do Muslims Believe? 
(n.d.). Retrieved March 6, 2015, from http://
www.gotquestions.org/Printer/Islam-PF.html

Bible believing Christians believe in religious 
freedom for all faiths that do not violate civil 
law. In fact, religious liberty began in North 
America by a Baptist pastor, Roger Williams, 
with the establishment of Providence, 
Rhode Island, in 1636. Pastor Williams 
established a colony with religious freedom 
and the separation of church and state. He 
began the first Baptist church in America. 
Pastor Williams was an advocate for Native 
Americans and is the first abolitionist in 
North America, having organized the first 
attempt to prohibit slavery in the thirteen 
colonies. True Bible believing Christians 
have never persecuted others of dissenting 
faiths. We respect the freedoms of others to 
peacefully practice their faith.
Pastor Scott Wendal
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JUNE 15-AUGUST 14
Kids ages 5-12

sign up at
valleyforgedaycamp.com
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Valley Forge Baptist is known as the 
Caring Church. Very often one of 
our guests will say that he received 
a warm and friendly welcome while 
visiting our church. But it’s more 
than just during a service. Our 
church family goes above and beyond 
in seeking to show the love of Jesus 
to our community as well. One of the 
ways we do that is by participating in 
a ministry called Chosen 300.

Chosen 300 is an organization that 
exists to assist those less fortunate 
by providing them with a warm meal 
twice a week. Each month, groups 
from our church have the opportunity 
to volunteer on the first and fifth 
Tuesdays. We have teams of people 
that purchase food, prepare meals, 
and conduct services at an offsite 
location in Pottstown. Every time we 
go we strive to be an encouragement 
by singing songs, sharing Christ’s 
love, eating a meal together, and 
enjoying a friendly conversation.

It is a joy to see our people getting 
involved in the lives of others and 
seeking to be a help and a blessing 
to our community in this manner. 
Oftentimes, our members will tell 
stories of how one of the guests was 
an inspiration to them even though 
they themselves were going through 
a rough time in their lives. All of us 
can use a helping hand every now 
and then, and it’s important that we 
all get involved in some way. 

Christianity is not about religion, 
it’s about a relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and that relationship compels 
us to uplift those in need we see 
around us every day.

To find out more about our church 
visit thecaringchurch.com. To learn 
about the ministry of Chosen 300, 
visit chosen300.org.

Meals
Needyfor the

The Caring Church 
Prepares
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Contact us for more information.
thecaringchurch.com | 610.948.8100



Easter, also known as Resurrection Day, is the event on 
which the entire Christian faith hinges.  Paul, once a Jewish 
zealot hostile to Christians, became a believer when he met 
Jesus on the Road to Damascus (Acts 9). The Apostle Paul 
made it abundantly clear that without the resurrection, 
there is no basis for faith in Christ. “And if Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching in vain, and your faith is also 
vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14). 

Can a man who claims to be God and then rises from the 
dead actually be God in human form? Is He someone 
you should follow? C.S. Lewis asked the same questions 
and came to the conclusion that there are only three 
possibilities. John 10:30 is just one of many verses that 
Jesus Christ claimed to be God. Therefore, to say He is just 
a “good man” or “great teacher” is to call Him a liar. If He 
were not a sane person in making such a claim then that 
would make Him a lunatic. However, if He is neither a liar 
nor a lunatic—He must be Lord!

WHY SO IMPORTANT?
The Resurrection

of Jesus Christ
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So why is the resurrection important?

If you’ve been around church for any amount 
of time you’ve heard: Christ died on the cross 
and rose again; without Christ’s death and 
resurrection, there would be no salvation. In 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4 Paul says, “For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures.” 

The Resurrection Proves Three Things:
1. Jesus is God. 1 Corinthians 15:14 tells 
us without the resurrection there would be 
no chance of salvation. Jesus proved He is 
neither a liar nor a lunatic but He is Lord! 
And because He is God, He Did rise again, 
He has the authority to pay the penalty for 
our sins before God and gives us salvation 
(forgiveness of and deliverance from sin and 
its consequences).

Romans 6:23a tells us that “For the wages 
(payment) of sin is death…” Romans 3:23 
tells us “all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God.” No exceptions, every 
person has sinned, and the payment for sin 
is death.

2. Jesus is Worthy. John 1:1, 14 declares 
Jesus to be fully God and fully Man. 1 Peter 
2:22 tells us Jesus never sinned. 1 John 2:2 
tells us Jesus’ death was acceptable payment 
for our sin. Although He had never sinned 
He was counted worthy to pay for our sin 
because we are not worthy and our payment 

is unacceptable. Because Jesus was sinless, 
death could not hold Him.

3. There is Hope! 1 Corinthians 15 tells us 
that without belief in the resurrection, our 
faith means nothing. If we believe Jesus was 
resurrected, then we accept that He is God. 
Jesus is able to take our sin, take our place, 
He is worthy to be our propitiation (our stand 
in as atoning sacrifice) for punishment of sin. 
No other religion was founded by a person 
who died then came back to life, promising 
that His followers would do the same. Christ’s 
Resurrection shows us that He conquered sin 
and He Conquered death. John said in 1:29b 
“…Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.”

This is the great hope! God accepted Jesus’ 
sacrifice on your behalf. “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved…” (Acts 
16:31). You will not stay dead at the end of 
your physical life, but you will be resurrected 
into an eternal life with God! “…the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23b).

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die”
(John 11:25-26).

Greg
JOYNER
Associate Pastor
at Valley Forge Baptist 
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Don Evans is a Montgomery County native, author, WWII Patriot, double purple 
heart recipient, and consultant to the movie “Fury.” 

For three Wednesday evenings this local WWII veteran and member of the famed 
2nd Armored Division “Hell on Wheels” will share his stories from the battles and 
memories that produced his book The Odyssey of an Iron Knight.

Come say thank you to a worthy representative of the Greatest Generation.

May 6, 13, and 20 at 7:00 p.m. Valley Forge Baptist
616 South Trappe Road, Collegeville, Pa 19426

VOICEfrom thea

Greatest
Generation
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Come celebrate with us.


