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SUNDAY
9:00 & 10:30 am > Worship Service

9:00 & 10:30 am > Sunday School and Bible Fellowships
6:00 pm > Evening Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
7:15 pm > Midweek Bible Study

7:15 pm > Youth Ablaze: Ignite [ 7th–12th grade ]

Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

SERVICES

Thank you for taking a few moments to read our church’s 
Community Connection! The joy of my life is serving the Lord 
at Valley Forge Baptist with what I believe to be some of
the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome to you and would like to 
personally meet you here at Valley Forge Baptist.

I hope that you will join us this Sunday.

PASTOR
SCOTT &                                       

JODIE
WENDAL
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
  7  Labor Day
12  Patriot Golf Tournament
13  Civil Servants Appreciation Day
27-30  REVIVAL with John Goetsch

OCTOBER
  3  ShareJOY
       •Car Wash
       •Fire Station Cleanup
  4  Friends Day | p.16
11  Guest Speaker Jimmy DeYoung
25  World Missions Sunday

NOVEMBER
  3  Election Day
  7  Blood Drive
11  Veteran’s Day
14  VFBA Patriot Auction | p.17
26  Thanksgiving
28  ShareJOY Run | p.19
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Timothy 6:10 states, “For the love of money is 
the root of all evil: which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.” This 
verse defines the early part of my life. I began 
working at age 13 with my father in the paving 
industry during the summers. I loved having 
money and the power it brought me and was 

very good at hoarding it. People could tell you “no,” but when you 
have cash there’s always someone willing to tell you “yes.”

This desire for money at a young age was what started me on a path 
of destruction. I was never really into drugs and alcohol, but at about 
age 16, I bought my first bag of marijuana. My thought was, “Why be 
the user when I can be the dealer and make lots of fast money!” This 
simple thought lured me farther along toward disaster.

At age 17, I bought my first ounce of weed to sell; it cost me $200. 
By age 20, I was making routine trips to Philadelphia and purchasing 
$55,000 to $65,000 worth of drugs a week! That’s how quickly I moved 
up the ranks and into one of the darkest periods of my life. Also by age 
20, I was a full-blown drug addict. It started simply—I was addicted to 
weed and alcohol, and then to ecstasy, painkillers, Xanax and finally 
cocaine. When you’re an addicted drug dealer, you have an endless 
supply of drugs and money. You have no reason to stop! 

While I was addicted to and dealing drugs, many of my friends 
overdosed and died or were arrested for selling and using drugs. I 
kept narrowly escaping arrest and would ask, “Why me?” I thought 
it was because I was smarter than the law and those around me. 
One time I was caught in traffic on the way home from Philadelphia 

FROM DRUG DEALER TO 

CHRISTIAN DAD

1

BY RONNIE MOSSIE
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with more than 10 pounds of weed in my 
possession. By the time I got home, the cops 
already had the block surrounded where the 
drugs were supposed to be purchased. Had I 
not been caught in traffic, I might still be in jail 
right now. 

I remember another time when I was held 
up in Philadelphia. A guy had a gun shoved 
in my spine and was telling me to give him 
my drugs. As I handed him the bag, I heard 
his friends in the car telling him to shoot me: 
“Shoot him, shoot him and let’s go.” Again I 
just narrowly escaped. Most people would 
say I should be thankful to still have my life. 
But that’s not the mentality you have when 
you’re living that lifestyle. At that moment I 
was more furious about the drugs I had just 
lost—more upset about them than the fact that 
I could have lost my life. The more times these 
incidents happened, the more I questioned: 
Why? Why do I keep escaping? Why haven’t I 
been arrested? Why am I not dead yet?

You may be surprised to find out that I was 
raised in a church. My mother began taking 
me to church when I was 6, but after I hit my 
teenage years, there was no God to me. It’s 
not that I didn’t believe there was a God, I just 
didn’t trust in Him. I wanted to prove that I 
didn’t need anyone, and I could live life on my 
own. I was proof that the devil never gives up. 
I went from being raised in church, making 
straight A’s and being an athlete to drug 
dealing. As a drug addict, I was one step away 
from an eternity in hell. But fortunately for me 
and all of us, although the devil never gives up, 
neither does our Lord! Hebrews 13:5 states, “I 
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”

Even when you and I turn our backs on God, 
He never turns His back on us. He will place 
people in our lives to provide direction. Many 
times we don’t truly realize it until the trial 
has passed. My grandmother was one of those 
people. God bless her; she never gave up on 
me. I moved in with her during high school, 

and I remember the look of despair on her face 
when she pleaded for me to go to college. She 
told me that if I would just go, she would pay 
for it. I had absolutely no intention of going 
to college, even though I earned good grades 
and received high honors throughout high 
school. I was accepted into places such as St. 
Joseph’s University. But college was just not 
what I wanted. Between working for a paving 
contractor and dealing drugs, my mind was 
possessed by money and greed. However, to 
appease my grandmother, I decided to go. 

College was where my drug dealing reached 
its peak, but it also was where I met my wife. 
She was the next person God placed in my 
life. Right before my 23rd birthday, my wife 
had finally had enough of my dark ways—she 
left me. I remember the look on her face, the 
tears running down her cheeks, and all the 
hurt I had caused her over the years. It was too 
much for her. Out of fear of losing her and my 
child, I finally turned my back on the world of 
drug dealing. This was not as easy as it sounds. 
When you’re dealing with the drug rings I was 
involved with, you don’t just walk away. They 
have too much to lose. However, for me the 
risk was worth the reward, and God blessed 
me for my decision.

It was at this time in my life that my wife and 
I began going back to church. She and I made 
the decision to receive Jesus Christ as our 
Lord and Savior. We trusted in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of our sins. It was the best decision of our lives. 
Yet, I think there is a huge misunderstanding by 
many who feel that once they start dedicating 
themselves to God, they should no longer face 
any hardships. Actually, quite the opposite is 
true. The closer you become with God, the 
more your faith may be tested. This is when 
the true heart of a Christian shines strongly. 
A growing Christian gives glory to God no 
matter the circumstances.  

My wife and I had another child and were 
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baptized. Things were moving in the right 
direction for us. But it was at this time in my 
life when we would face our most difficult trial 
together. My wife became pregnant again; 
however, at her four-month checkup, without 
any warning, the nurse told us that she could 
not find the baby’s heartbeat. And just like that 
our child was gone. Throughout the course of 
this miscarriage, my wife was put at risk for 
two types of cancer and diagnosed with post-
partum depression, and we were hit with a 
$6,000 hospital bill. To say our faith was tested 
would be an understatement.  

This situation, however, would lead to the 
next person God was placing in my life for 
direction. My pastor preached a message 
explaining that God gives each one of us a story 
to use to help others through circumstances 
that are similar to ones we’ve experienced. 
At about the same time, a church member 
approached me and said he had heard what 
we were going through and wanted to let me 
know that he and his wife had gone through a 
similar circumstance. He briefly told me some 
of his story and assured me that he would pray 
for me. He gave me his number and told me 
to call if I ever needed someone to talk to. 
Ironically, anytime I was at my lowest between 
the loss of the baby and my wife’s health 
issues, I would receive a text from this church 
member. He would say, “Hey, just checking 
on ya, making sure you’re all right. Something 
had me thinking of you.” And just like that, 
hope would come back into my heart. 

During the time when my wife and I were 
recovering from our loss, this church member 
and I developed a friendship. He invited 
me to a fellowship where men get together 
for accountability. Truthfully, I blew off the 
first couple of invitations. But I was curious; 
the third time he asked me, I decided to go. 
It was at the men’s fellowship meeting that I 
saw men practicing the Word that’s preached 
on Sundays. I was still using drugs and alcohol 

occasionally, but at that event my eyes were 
opened to a life outside of the way I’d been 
living. I thought, “Why not? Why not live a 
life outside of the one I’ve spent the majority 
of my life in.” I still wasn’t truly happy in the 
deepest part of my heart, so I decided to make 
a change. I let go and fully surrendered my 
heart and life to Christ...and just like that God 
changed me!

My pastor shared a message stating that we 
can be thankful for our problems because they 
present opportunities in our lives for God to 
work. My life is a living example of that. The 
next time you’re presented with a problem, 
before you begin to complain, try this—stop, 
pray and thank God for the direction He is 
about to place in your life.

My attitude of loving money was the 
beginning of the path into my problems, but 
God brought me out of all of them. At the time 
of this writing, I have just turned 31. Ten years 
ago I wrote in my journal: “I probably will be 
dead by the time I turn 30.” I still remember 
what I was feeling when I sat in my apartment 
and wrote those words. 

Now I’m completely sober, more than eight 
years removed from drug dealing, faithful 
to my wife, and a devoted parent to my 
two children. My wife is no longer at risk of 
cancer, and through the loss of our baby, we 
have grown closer to God, each other and our 
children. While we know that our trials aren’t 
over, we also know that we won’t go through 
them alone. My self-inflicted problems 
dragged me down during many years of lows; 
however, today I can say that I’m thankful for 
the dark time God took me through because it 
led me to the family I now have and the walk 
with God I now experience. I can truly say, 
“God is good...all the time!”

Ronnie
MOSSIE
Church Member
Valley Forge Baptist 

To watch Ronnie
tell his story visit

thecaringchurch.com/ronnie
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any issues arise that are unique and exclusive to 
blended families. These distinctive challenges 
usually add extra stress to family relationships 
and often result in many different kinds of 
heartaches—outbursts of anger, resentment, 
jealousy, and parents charged with being unfair, 
too strict, or uncaring.  

FACTS AND STATISTICS ABOUT BLENDED FAMILIES

• 1,300 stepfamilies are formed each day 
• 500,000 adults become new stepparents each year
• 35 million parents are stepparents
• 18 million children live in stepfamilies
• The number of households with stepchildren has doubled in the past 10 years 

(U.S. Census Bureau) 

The Bible provides principles on how to succeed in life and with 
your family, no matter how difficult your circumstances may be. I 
personally have been a part of two blended families. Because of cancer 
taking the lives of my father as well as my first wife, I have experienced 
what it’s like to be in a blended family as a son and as a father. I also 
have discovered the difference that a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ makes in these trying situations. 

The first time I experienced life in a blended family was when my 
mother, my stepfather, my brother and I were not regularly attending 
church, and Christ was not in my heart. The second time I experienced 
a blended family was when, as a widower with two young sons, I 

GOD KNOWS WHAT YOUR 

FAMILY NEEDS

BY SCOTT WENDAL

M
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remarried. At that time I had been a pastor for 
several years, and Jesus Christ was in my heart 
and leading my home.  

I am overjoyed to say, “You can restore 
love in your blended family.” Whether your 
family has been through the trial of death or 
divorce, God is able to help you personally. He 
has given us His Word, His promises, and His 
Holy Spirit for us to experience a renewal of 
joy, peace, love, forgiveness, and yes, unity, in 
a blended home.  

In recent times much has been written 
about stepfamily myths. Many authors have 
identified the problems of blended families, 
but few have taken hold of solid biblical 
principles to help guide them to solutions that 
will sustain them in the hard days to come. 
Years ago, many of us enjoyed watching “The 
Brady Bunch” on television. If you’re not sure 
what I’m talking about, check out some of the 
episodes on Netflix or www.youtube.com. 

In 1969, Hollywood seemingly had created 
the most perfect “blended family” as well as a 
hit theme song. Every week, a different Brady 
family member faced the difficult situations 
that come with stepfamilies. But thankfully, 
in the last three minutes of each show, the 
problem was solved and everybody enjoyed 
one final group hug with Alice the housekeeper 
smiling close by. BUT, true life is not a scripted 
sitcom. High expectations of “One Big Happy 
Family” or “Love Me; Love My Kids” have led 
to some extreme disappointments.  

Is there any help for a family that has been 
torn apart? Is there any hope for a little 
peace and unity among stepparents and 
stepchildren? The answer is yes—help and 
hope are found in the Bible. The Word of God 
is filled with accounts of real people struggling 
with real problems who looked to a real God 
and received real answers. There’s a lot of 
“real” in that last sentence. I don’t know of any 
other way to adequately express how practical 
and helpful the Bible is for the blended family. 

Learning biblical principles will not change 
your family members, but doing so certainly 
can change you. 

Once I understand that I am not responsible 
for everyone else’s actions and reactions 
(including those of an ex-spouse), I can be 
free to live my life under the leadership and 
guidance of the Lord. Like a shepherd, He 
can lead us into green pastures and give rest 
to our souls, as we read in Psalm 23. The Great 
Shepherd of our family and our souls is the 
Lord Jesus Christ. God knows exactly what 
you need to love, forgive, care for, and support 
your family. 

When you decide to become a follower 
of Jesus Christ, you will never be the same. 
When you choose to become a Christian, you 
will still have problems, but they won’t be as 
big as you thought they were.

Join us for our fall parenting series on 
Wednesday evenings as we continue with 
Restoring Love in the Blended Family. We will 
meet at 7:15 p.m. in the Chapel at Valley Forge 
Baptist. 

Scott
WENDAL
Senior Pastor
Valley Forge Baptist 
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Whatever your age or situation in life, Valley Forge 
Baptist has a place for everyone to learn and grow. 

Find your place.
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H
Have you ever thought about how many 
people you could call to get help for some 
sort of feelings-oriented health issue, personal 
crisis, or perplexing situation? Consider this 
abbreviated list…

• We call the doctor when we feel physically ill
• We call the psychologist when we feel 

emotionally unstable
• We call the pastor when we feel distant from God
• We call our financial advisor when we feel 

stressed about our finances
• We call the child developmental therapist when 

we feel our kids are out of control
• We call the divorce lawyer when we feel out of 

love with our spouse
• We call a loving friend when we feel insecure and 

in need of support
• We call the travel agent when we feel exhausted 

and need a break
• We call the exterminator when we feel violated 

by invading pests
• You call the (fill in the blanks) _________________ 

when you feel ______________________

The common denominator in all of these 
events is “our feelings!” Calling for help 
when our emotions are on overload is not 
necessarily a bad thing, but what is a concern 

is that for many people in our society, feelings 
dominate their existence. Feelings and 
emotions have become the driving force in 
how we think, what we do, where we go, and 
how we speak. But are our feelings the most 
trustworthy source of decision-making or the 
best determiners of our attitudes, behaviors, 
and speech? I suggest not!

If we are truly honest with ourselves, our 
feelings are often very fickle and can change 
with the weather! That would make them 
unreliable at best. By living in relation to our 
feelings, we subject ourselves to unstable and 
even volatile choices and behaviors that can 
hinder our social relationships and stymie a 
more rational and logical way of handling life 
events. What is that more rational and logical 
pursuit? There is a series of three reactions 
that follow a chronological order for properly 
dealing with life events. The flow is this…

Right thinking leads to right actions that 
produce right feelings.

By starting with proper thinking, we can 
make good decisions that help us ultimately to 
arrive at good feelings. Starting with feelings 

BY LAMAR EIFERT

HOW TO

DEAL
WITH HOW 
YOU FEEL
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is like placing the cart before the horse. Here’s 
another way of saying it: If we think right, we 
will do right, and when we do right, we will 
feel right.

In our counseling ministry, the Valley Forge 
Biblical Counseling Center, we try to follow 
this axiom. It’s based on the teaching from 
Proverbs 23:7, “For as he thinketh in his 
(man’s) heart, so is he….” Jesus himself taught 
in the gospel of Matthew chapter 15, verse 19, 

“For out of the 
heart proceedeth 
evil thoughts….” 
The heart is the 
center of man’s 
inner being, and 
from there come 
his thoughts, will, 
desires, etc. From 
the inner man 
(volition) comes 
man’s actions, 
since man acts 
upon what he 

first thinks. If he thinks and acts right, positive 
feelings will result. If he thinks wrongly 
(selfishly, immorally, unkindly, angrily, etc.), 
he will act wrongly. When he does this, there 
are most often negative feelings (e.g., guilt) 
that result because he acted against his moral 
conscience.

So often, those who come for counseling just 
want to feel better. In other words, they want 
relief from the struggle they are going through 
(anger, worry, depression, guilt, fear, addictive 
impulses, etc.). They say to themselves, “If I 
could just feel better, life would be better.” But 
in reality, improving feelings is just treating 
the symptom of the problem and never really 
gets to the root cause of the problem. It’s like 
taking a fever-reducing medication when sick. 
The medicine treats the symptom (the fever) 
but never gets to the underlying problem (the 
infection causing the fever). Wrong thinking 

is most often the underlying culprit in one’s 
emotional problems that prompts a person to 
go in for counseling. By getting to the heart 
issue that underlies the bad feelings, we can 
help solve the counselee’s problems more 
quickly.

This is different from Behavioral Modification 
therapy (since we are not just trying to simply 
change behavior). We are trying to get to the 
heart of the matter, which is a matter of the 
heart (one’s intellect, will, etc.), by first helping 
people change their thinking about themselves 
and their situations. Next, we try to help them 
alter their actions and behavior in accordance 
with sound biblical thinking. When this is 
accomplished, good feelings will follow and 
the fears, anxieties, anger, depression, guilt, 
etc. begin to lift. Our goal is not just to help 
someone feel better (though this is what will 
result). Our goal in biblical counseling is to 
root out the heart issues causing all the pain in 
a person’s life by showing them what God says 
about it from His holy Word and then as they 
learn to live a life the pleases God in obedience 
to His Word (right behavior), their feelings will 
reflect this new life purpose resulting in peace, 
contentment, joy, satisfaction, confidence, 
and a fulfilled life.

If the Valley Forge Biblical Counseling 
Center can be of help to you, contact us 
through our website at www.vfbcc.org or by 
calling us at 800-828-9667. We would be happy 
to schedule an appointment.

To learn more, check out our upcoming 
counseling conference to be held at Valley 
Forge Baptist on September 24, 2015. Visit 
conference.vfbcc.org to register.

Lamar
EIFERT
Director
Valley Forge Biblical Counseling Center 

RIGHT THINKING 
LEADS TO RIGHT 
ACTIONS THAT 
PRODUCE RIGHT 
FEELINGS.
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How 5 Commitments Determine the
Destiny of Your Marriage

Wednesdays in September 
7:15pm in the chapel

I Promise
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October 4
9&10:30am

Come and bring a friend,
or make a new one!

thecaringchurch.com
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ITEMS FOR SALE INCLUDE
Vacation Packages

Hot Air Balloon Rides
Signed Sports Memorabilia

Sporting Event Tickets
Winter Sports Passes

Professional Photography
Gift Cards

And Much More!

patriotauction@vfba.org

November 14
8am • Preview & Breakfast

9am–1pm • LIVE Auction & Lunch
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World powers have reached a deal with Iran. This agreement puts limits on Iranian nuclear activity 
in return for the lifting of international economic sanctions. Iranian President Rouhani said that 
the agreement has opened a new chapter in Iran’s relations with the world.

Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu says this agreement is a stunning historic mistake. 
Netanyahu says that Iran wants to control the world.

David Dolan, a long time journalist in the Middle East, agrees. I asked David if Iran does indeed 
want to control the world?

DAVID DOLAN

[Iran does], and you know that we forget sometimes [about] the scope of modern 
weaponry, i.e., weapons of mass destruction, which can travel across the globe in 
just minutes. We should be worried; [Iran] is a country that states its goal is world 
domination. [In his day] Hitler did the same thing; he was going to establish the 
Fourth Reich over all the earth. The Third Reich would be in Europe and then it 
would spread to the whole world, but lets face it—he didn’t have the wherewithal 
to do that. But today, all Iran needs is a couple of dozen nuclear weapons that can 
travel on ballistic missiles, and Iran could literally wipe out the major cities of the 
United States and Europe as well as other places, and effectively begin its march to 
total world domination.

It is indeed a possibility today that such a thing could occur; so we better take [Iran’s] 
warnings,…statements,…repeated blustering on this seriously. I think that is what is 
being said to U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry by many senators here in America 
and other [political leaders] around the world, and certainly by Prime Minister 
Netanyahu, that a bad deal is worse than any deal. Anything that allows Iran any 
sort of nuclear capability is bad for the world, and I think that is definitely the case.

With this nuclear deal in place, Iran is now a major danger to the entire world. Psalm 83:4 says 
there will be a call for Israel to  be destroyed, and Iran on a continual basis repeats that statement—
it will wipe Israel off the face of the earth. Ezekiel 38:5 finds Ezekiel the prophet saying that Iran, 
mentioned in that passage as Persia, will be a major player in the End Times. The Iranian nuclear 
deal is setting the stage for the fulfillment of God’s prophetic Word.

On October 11, at 9am, 10:30am, and 6pm, Dr. Jimmy DeYoung will be speaking at Valley Forge 
Baptist about other related current events, as well as the end times referred to in the Bible. 

HISTORIC

Iranian Nuclear 
Agreement

CURRENT EVENTS

Jimmy
DEYOUNG

Journalist  in Israel
prophecytoday.com 
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Support the building
of wells in Africa.

thesharejoyrun.org

Some people have access to less clean 

water than what is spilled on this desk.

Help us change that.

November 28
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