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Sunday
9:00 & 10:30am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30am | Sunday School and Adult Bible Fellowships
6:00pm | Evening Worship Service

Wednesday
7:15pm | Midweek Bible Study
7:15pm | Youth Ablaze: Ignite [ 7th–12th grade ]

Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

SERVICES

THANK YOU for taking a few 
moments to read our church’s 
Community Connection! The joy of my 
life is serving the Lord at Valley Forge 
Baptist with what I believe to be some 
of the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome and 
would like to personally meet you here 
at Valley Forge Baptist. We hope that 
you will be our guest this Sunday.

ABOUT COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Community Connection is a publication of:
Valley Forge Baptist
616 South Trappe Road
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 19426

Pastor Scott Wendal
and wife, Jodie
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March 27
9 or 10:30am
Good Friday Service
March 25 at Noon

Celebrate with Us
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Did You Know?

An Internet search of 
“Temple Mount” retrieves 
pictures of Jerusalem’s holy 
site on the southeast side 
of the Old City, arguably the 
most hotly contested piece 
of real estate on the planet. 
Large retaining walls form the 
35-acre site and were initially 
erected by the infamous 
Herod the Great, Rome’s 
appointed Idumean king of 
the Jews who tried to kill the 
Christ child in Bethlehem.

A tunnel tour under the 
buildings of the Old City 
along the base of the western 
retaining wall reveals a 
“master course” of especially 
large stones. The largest is 
44 feet long, 10 feet high, 12 
to 16 feet deep, and weighs 
an estimated 570 tons! 
Comparatively, the largest 
stone in Egypt’s Great Pyramid 
weighs 11 tons. The Herodian 
stones are so enormous that 
their method of placement 
defied man’s comprehension 
for centuries. How do you 
think Herod accomplished it?

God fashioned humankind 
with amazingly creative 
abilities. Are you using yours?
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IS YOUR
FAITH REAL?

Dealing with Doubt
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Have you ever wondered: “Did I say the 
right words… Did I pray the right prayer… 
Was I sincere enough?”

I asked the Lord to come into my heart 
at the age of 15 in the fall of 1975. My 
parents and my brother and I had been 
attending church for about four months, 
and the Holy Spirit had been convicting 
me of my sin. During an invitation prayer, 
I prayed to receive the Lord as my Savior. 
I was baptized and began growing in my 
faith. At the age of 16, I read through 
my Bible for the first time. A year later, 
an evangelist visiting our church said, “If 
you don’t know the date of your salvation, 
you’re probably not saved.” That made 
me think, “What was the date of my 
salvation?” I had no clue – I could only 
remember that it was in the fall. 

For the first time, I began to doubt my 
salvation. I began to think these thoughts:
• Am I really saved?
• Will Jesus say to me, “I never knew you!”?

It really bothered me – deeply. I 
remember getting on my knees by my 
bed and praying, “Lord, I love you. I 
believe Jesus died for me and rose again. 
If I’m not saved, I trust in you right now. 
I believe in Jesus Christ. Please give me 
assurance of my salvation and peace in my 
heart.” Do you know what? He did. I didn’t 
write that date down either, but I know 
that I’m saved. 

In 2 Corinthians 13:5 the apostle Paul 
says, “Examine yourselves,...prove your 
own selves....” In essence, he was saying to 
the believers in one of the early churches, 
“Test yourselves to make sure your faith 

BY SCOTT WENDAL

Has there ever been a 
time that you doubted 
your salvation?

S P I R I T U A L  L I F E
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is real. Make sure you are solid in the faith. Don’t 
just pretend that you are a Christian; make sure you 
really are on the road to heaven!” 

There are only two 
kinds of people in the 
world – saved and lost; 
believers and unbelievers. 
To paraphrase what Jesus 
said in Matthew 7:13–14, 
“Those on the narrow road 
are headed to heaven; and 
those on the broad road 
are headed for hell.” He 
couldn’t be any clearer! You 
were not born a Christian, 
and getting baptized 
does NOT make you a 
Christian. You become a 
Christian by calling on the 
Lord, making a personal 
commitment to follow 
the Lord, and trusting 
in Him and only Him for 
forgiveness.

The sad truth is that 
many churches deny 
the Bible’s teaching on 
assurance of salvation. They claim that if you say 
you are going to heaven with confidence, then you 
are prideful or presumptuous. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. God in His Word gives us His 
promise “...that [you] MAY KNOW that [you] have 
eternal life...” (1 John 5:13). 

What if I doubt my salvation? Does that mean I’m 
not saved? The answer is NO. Doubt can show up as 
fear, anxiety, and worry. How many of us have been 
on a plane and, for whatever reason, worried that the 
plane was not going to make it safely to its landing. 
Years ago, two young couples from our church were 
flying back from vacation and their plane was hit by 

lightning. That’ll make you think twice about your 
safety! They did make it back safely, and their worry 
or fear did not jeopardize the integrity of the plane or 

the skill of the pilot. All the passengers on the plane 
were safe, even though the storm and the turbulence 
made them feel unsafe.

WHY DO CHRISTIANS DOUBT THAT THEY 
ARE REALLY SAVED? 
They Are NOT Genuinely Saved
If you are not truly born again, that will make you 
doubt your salvation, because you don’t have it.

False Teaching/Lack of Bible Knowledge
This one hit me. I was given wrong information by 
the evangelist who said “You have to know the date 
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of your salvation to be saved.” That statement is not 
true. Some religious teachers believe that you can 
lose your salvation, but Ephesians 4:30 promises 

that we “...are sealed unto 
the day of redemption [the 
return of Christ].”

A Strained Relationship 
with One’s Parents
Our first impression of 
God the Father is from our 
earthly father. Some of 
you have great impressions 
of God the Father from 
your dads, but some of 
you project a false view on 
God that you picked up at 
home. It’s easy to confuse 
conditional love from 
your earthly parents with 
unconditional love from 
your heavenly father. 

Sin
As a Christian, sin breaks 
my fellowship and sweet 
communion with God. If 
I don’t regularly practice 
1 John 1:9 and regularly 

confess my sin to God, then I will feel distant from 
the Lord and begin to doubt my salvation. 

A Faded Memory – “I was so young I can’t 
remember it.”
Sometimes when a person is a young child at the 
time he or she accepts the Lord as Savior, later on 
that person is unsure of the decision and has doubts. 

An Overly Sensitive Conscience 
An overly sensitive conscience can result from several 
things: influence of parents, reading the wrong 
materials, a lack of faith to fully accept and embrace 
God’s forgiveness. The key to being spiritually 

healthy and rejoicing in Christ is to know the truth 
about God and yourself.

Truth – God loves you and Christ died for you.
Truth – God will save you when you trust Christ 

alone.
Truth – You cannot lose your salvation.
Truth – You don’t deserve to be saved, but you can 

live with peace, confidence, assurance, and joy every 
day of your life as a Christian. 

God wants us to live with peace and assurance, yet 
we live in a world that has so many voices that tell us 
to doubt and deny Christ.

WHAT’S THE TRUTH ABOUT DOUBT?
For some Christians, having doubts creates a crisis 
for them. They begin to wonder if they can truly 
be Christians with the doubts they are feeling. Do 
these doubts mean they are not Christians? This 
question makes some Christians afraid to express 
their doubts. 

Don’t confuse faith with feelings. 
Some people mistakenly think that faith brings with 
it a continuous religious high. When that religious 
high or feeling wears off, and it will, these people 
begin to doubt whether their faith is real. They 
begin to think, “Maybe I don’t have faith, because 
my feeling of euphoria is gone.” When dealing with 
doubts, don’t confuse faith with feelings. 

It’s OK to ask honest questions.
Some people think they should never ask questions 
about their faith, but that is wrong. Jesus did not 
rebuke John the Baptist for expressing his doubts 
and questions as described in Matthew 11:2–11. 
John had sincere questions, and Jesus answered 
them by telling John’s disciples to return to John 
and tell him about all the miracles they had seen, 
which verified that Jesus was the Messiah. 

Sometimes doubt is intellectual. 
John the Baptist may have needed simple 

reassurance about the puzzling questions he had, 
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such as: “Why isn’t Jesus overthrowing the Roman 
government?”

Sometimes doubt is emotional. 
Perhaps John wanted to know the answer to a few 

“why” questions. John may have been thinking, “I 
was the forerunner, and yet why have I been arrested 
for my faith?” If you’ve had plaguing doubts, I 
recommend to you two books by Lee Strobel: The 
Case for Christ and The Case for Faith. 

Doubt is not the problem, but unbelief. 
There is a difference between doubt and unbelief. 
“Doubt is can’t believe; unbelief is won’t believe. 
Doubt is honesty; unbelief is obstinacy. Doubt is 
looking for light; unbelief is content with darkness.”

Some people have legitimate doubts, but others 
hide behind their doubts as they’re trying to poke 
holes in Christianity, because they don’t want it to be 
true. Their “doubts” are not honest. The reason that 
they doubt is that IF they discover that Christianity 
is true, their immoral and selfish lifestyles would 
have to change. 

Jesus is not the least bit afraid of honest doubters. 
In the Scriptures we see Jesus coming to honest 
doubters such as Thomas and John the Baptist 
and answering their questions. Christianity is not 
so fragile that it can’t stand up to a few questions. 
Questions CANNOT poke real holes in something 
that is true. 

The apostle Paul challenges Christians to “prove 
ourselves.” What’s the proof? Let me share four 
evidences that are in the life of a genuine Christian:

DO I HAVE A DESIRE…
To Confess My Sin?
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” Matthew 5:3. People in the 
kingdom of heaven are poor in spirit. That means 
they have a sense of their own spiritual bankruptcy 
and spiritual poverty.

For Righteousness?
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled” Matthew 5:6. 
Genuine Christians desire to be like their Lord and 
Master, who is holy.

To Obey God?
“If ye love me, keep my commandments” John 14:15. 
Is there a compelling desire in your heart to submit 
to divine authority? 

To Love? 
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another” John 13:35.

GOD WANTS YOU TO LIVE 
WITH ASSURANCE OF HEAVEN
“These things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God” 1 John 5:13.

What is the next step? Share your good news. If 
God gave you assurance of salvation, share it. If God 
saved you, then get baptized in a Bible-believing 
church, as described in Acts 2:41. Don’t drift along 
spiritually taking everything for granted. You need 
firsthand evidence, not mere hearsay that Jesus 
Christ is in you. Test it out. If you fail the test, do 
something about it.

To watch the entire message “Is Your Faith Real?” 
which includes 10 tests of salvation from the book 
of 1 John, go to www.thecaringchurch.com/media/
services/sunday-morning/ and select January 24, 
2016.

Scott
WENDAL
Senior Pastor
Valley Forge Baptist 
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Single Vision exists to help young single adults grow 
and encourage one another as they study God’s Word. 

Meets every Sunday morning at 9am.
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circle
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A mong boys, on average the first exposure to 
pornography is at age 12. Seventy-one percent 
of teens hide online behavior from their 

parents. Among teens in the age 16–17 group, 28% 
have been unintentionally exposed to pornography 
online. Within that same group, 20% of 16-year-olds 
and 30% of 17-year-olds have received a sex text 
(referred to as sexting).

The Internet is a phenomenal resource for our 
lives, but all parents have had to wrestle with 
properly maintaining its use to keep their children 
safe. Statistics indicate that one out of every five 
mobile searches is for pornography.  

As a father and a person who devotes his life to 
working with teenagers and young adults, I know 
the destruction that comes to those who dabble in 
pornography. The truth is that when you give your 
children computers, iPhones, tablets, and other 
devices, those children instantly have access to the 
doorway to pornography. 

The statistics are frightening, and they’re inevitable 
if parents don’t take the time and make the effort 
to protect their children. The Bible says in Proverbs 
2:11, “Discretion shall preserve thee, understanding 
shall keep thee.” As loving parents, you have to use 

your discretion and understanding to help make sure 
your children are safe online. To help achieve this 
protection, keep these two goals in mind:

TEACH YOUR CHILDREN TO USE 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES RESPONSIBLY
Your children need to learn how to properly navigate 
the Internet and avoid undesirable websites. To 
promote your children’s growth and maturity in this 
area, schedule a regular time to meet and discuss 
with them their Internet usage. 

The primary goal of the meetings is to educate your 
children about what you expect when it comes to 
their devices. Begin with a general family meeting to 
express your concern for your children’s well-being. 
Make it clear to your children that they should not 
expect any privacy concerning the use of any devices 
they have in your house. I know this may seem like 
a stretch, but I’m glad my mom didn’t allow me to 
have privacy, for example, when I was playing with 
firecrackers and almost blew my fingers off because 
of my negligence. 

Your children’s devices are great tools, but they 
could be instruments of torment in their lives if 
those devices are not properly managed. Above all, 

TEENS HAVE SEEN OR
BEEN EXPOSED TO
              Boys (%)          Girls (%)
Pornography before age 18   90  60
Child pornography    15    9
Bestiality online    32  18
Sexual bondage online   39  23
Group sex online    83  57
Same-sex intercourse online   69  55 
Statistics from http://www.covenanteyes.com/pornstats/

T E C H  R E V I E W
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make sure that you have control of passwords and 
that your children don’t know the master password 
for the Wi-Fi or the Apple login or ID Account. 

FILTER THE INTERNET*
Prevent your children from exposure to the filth that 
is lurking online to defile their hearts. Concerned 
parents will want to make it as difficult as possible for 
their children to access dangerous or pornographic 
material, even if they want to.* You can find several 
great resources that aid in filtering what comes into 
your home. 

MEET CIRCLE
One example of a product that filters the Internet is 
a device called Circle, which allows you to: 1) filter 
out provocative or unwanted content; 2) monitor 
websites visited and time spent using certain apps; 
3) set time limits on usage of websites and other 
services per day; and 4) set “bedtimes” for blocking 
app and Internet usage. Circle is quite simple to use, 
and setup takes about 15 minutes. First connect the 
Circle device to your Internet router, then download 
the Circle app, wirelessly connect the Circle device 
you will use to manage your children’s devices, and 
follow a few simple steps guided entirely by the app. 

With Circle, you have the option of filtering 
websites or services such as apps that are attempting 

to access the Internet. In addition, you can set time 
limits on usage of the Internet or limit Facebook 
and Instagram usage to any specified amount per 
day. Also, to keep your children from incurring 
usage charges if they fall asleep while playing on 
their phones, a feature blocks all app and Internet 
usage after a designated “bedtime.” Circle is quite 
simple to use, and the online discussion board offers 
helpful tips and other suggestions. The only current 
limitation is that Circle manages only those devices 
that are on your home network; Circle promises to 
address this issue next year through technology 
called “Circle Go.”

The battle for your teens’ hearts and minds is 
intense, but with proper communication and tools, 
you can be well on your way to protecting your 
children.

*Adapted from the article “The Porn-Free Family 
Plan” by Tim Challies (www.challies.com).

Lawrence
LARTEY
Pastoral Intern
Valley Forge Baptist 

visit
meetcircle.com
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ALL-NEW
Wednesday-night 
series going on now.

The Conquer Series is 
a new teaching series 

for men. This is not just 
another study tool, but a 

tried and proven battle 
plan for purity in a lustful 

and godless world.
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This can be a great year for you if you “LET GOD” have His way in your 
heart and life. The Lord knows how to direct our lives so much better than 
we do ourselves. 

Last year I had the opportunity to fly a single-engine plane from 
Allentown to Collegeville. It was a lot of fun to fly over my house and our 
church and snap some pictures. This was my first time to fly a plane. Sitting 
right next to me was an experienced “Life Flight” pilot with many years of 
flying experience. I took the controls – just like a student pilot would – but 
the whole time the master pilot had his hand on his set of controls and 
steering wheel. I was the co-pilot as I sat next to the licensed pilot. Yes, he 
let me fly the plane, but the entire time he had complete control. 

So it is with our lives – God is our pilot and we are the co-pilots. When 
we learn to follow the directions of our “Spiritual Pilot” and “LET GOD” 
control our lives, we can soar above our problems and trials and enjoy the 
beauty that God has planned for our lives. 

Please take a moment to look at our church’s theme graphic for 2016. I 
want you to see those dark clouds. That’s life. Life’s hard – life can be black 
and white. Trials, sickness, debt, sorrow, pain, anger, grudges, upsets, 
consequences of sin – lots of bad things happen to us and those we know 

BY SCOTT WENDAL

God is our 
pilot and 
we are the 
co-pilots.  
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and love. But this is what happens when you “LET 
GOD” take the controls of your life. He brings color 
to your world. The dark clouds are still there, but 
when He is with you He brightens your day – even 
those hard and difficult days. Psalm 16:11 says, 
“Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence 
is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.” What a wonderful promise!

HOW DO WE LET GOD
DIRECT OUR LIVES? 
One way is to read God’s Word. In Psalm 119:105 
the writer declares, “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path.” The more you know, 
believe, and follow the Bible, the greater will be the 
peace, power, joy, and contentment you experience 
day by day and even hour by hour. Jesus said, “...I am 

come that [you] might have life, and that [you] might 
have it more abundantly” John 10:10.

Another way is to obey God’s leading through the 
Holy Spirit. When you are filled with the Spirit, God 
prompts you to do good things – for Him and others. 

If you want to experience the fullness of God in 
your life, you have to “LET GOD”… Let God in… Let 
God lead you… Let God guide you… Let God forgive 
you… Let God cleanse you… And Let God have His 
way in your life. You will not regret it.

Scott
WENDAL
Senior Pastor
Valley Forge Baptist 

APRIL  
  3  Let God Have Your Heart
10  Let God Have Your Past
17  Let God Have Your Future
24  World Missions Conference

MAY
  1  Let God Have Your Marriage
  8  Let God Have Your Children 
        Mother’s Day

15  Let God Have Your Schedule
22  Let God Have Your Talents

JUNE
  5  Let God Have Your Time
12  Let God Have Your Money 
19  Father’s Day

JULY
  3  I Love America Sunday
10  Let God Have Your Fears
17  Let God Have Your Character
24  Let God Have Your Thoughts

LET GOD Series Dates

Join us at 9:00 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. on Sundays as we discover the Scriptures 
that show us how to “LET GOD” be the pilot of our lives. 

M E S S A G E  S E R I E S
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“Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they 
that love it shall eat the fruit thereof” Proverbs 18:21. 

The story goes that several 
frogs were hopping contentedly 
through the woods, going about 
their froggy business, when two 
of them fell into a deep pit. All 
the other frogs quickly gathered 

around the pit to see what could 
be done to help their companions. 
When they saw how deep the 
pit was, they agreed that it was 
hopeless. They told the two frogs 
in the pit that they should prepare 

themselves for their fate, because 
they were as good as dead. 

Unwilling to accept this terrible 
end, the two unfortunate frogs 
began to jump with all their 
might. The other frogs shouted 
into the pit that it was hopeless 
and that the two frogs wouldn’t 
be in that situation if they had 

The POWER
of the Tongue
BY GREG JOYNER
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been more careful, more obedient 
to the froggy rules, and more 
responsible. The other frogs 
continued sorrowfully shouting 
that the doomed frogs should save 
their energy and give up, since 
they were already as good as dead. 

Still struggling to free 
themselves, the two frogs 
continued jumping as hard as they 
could, and after several hours of 
desperate effort were quite weary. 
Finally, one of the frogs took heed 
to the calls of his fellows. Spent and 
disheartened, he quietly resolved 
himself to his fate, lay down, and 
died as the others looked on in 
helpless grief. Undeterred, the 
other frog continued to jump with 
every ounce of energy he had, 
although his body was wracked 
with pain and he was completely 
exhausted. His companions began 
anew, yelling for him to accept his 
fate, stop the pain, and just die. 
The weary frog jumped harder and 
harder and—wonder of wonders 
—finally leapt so high that he 
sprang from the pit! 

Amazed, the other frogs 
celebrated his miraculous freedom 

and then, gathering around him, 
asked, “Why did you continue 
jumping when we told you it was 
impossible?” Reading their lips, 
the astonished frog explained to 
them that he was deaf, and that 
when he saw their gestures as 
they shouted, he thought they 
were cheering him on. What he 
had perceived as encouragement 
inspired him to try harder and to 
succeed against all odds. 

This simple story contains 
a powerful lesson that echoes 
Scripture: “Death and life are 
in the power of the tongue.” 
Your encouraging words can lift 
someone up and help that person 
make it through the day. Your 
destructive words can cause deep 
wounds; what you say might 
become a weapon that destroys 
someone’s desire to continue 
trying. 

Make it your habit to speak 
life to (and about) the people 
who cross your path. Words have 
enormous power. If you have 
words of kindness, praise, or 
encouragement, speak them now 
to (and about) others. Someone, 

somewhere, is waiting to hear 
your words. The truth is we don’t 
always know that the people we 
meet may be trying to escape 
from some sort of emotional, 
financial, or spiritual pit. Your 
words, coming from a genuine and 
sincere heart, could be the ones to 
help them out. 

Before we can help others, 
though, we ourselves must first 
and foremost fill our hearts and 
minds with the truth of the 
Word of God. Jesus said, “A good 
man out of the good treasure of 
the heart bringeth forth good 
things: and an evil man out of the 
evil treasure bringeth forth evil 
things” Matthew 12:35. 

What’s on your mind (and lips)? 
Use your words to lift someone’s 
spirits today!

Greg
JOYNER
Associate Pastor
Valley Forge Baptist 

R E L A T I O N S H I P S
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Fantastically Friendly
Our professional staff provides 
campers with a positive 
environment. We ensure 
personal care and attention 
with 1 Counselor to every 
4 Campers! Counselors 
demonstrate sincere care for 
your child because they love 
being with kids!

Awesome Activities
Valley Forge Day Camp offers 
themed activities that aim 
to foster new relationships, 
promote teamwork, and build 
creativity. Our camp will have 
an impact on your child for a 
lifetime and give him or her 

memories to cherish 
forever. Activities 
include swimming, 
outdoor fun, games 
in our gymnasium, 
and field trips to 
exciting destinations.
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Completely Clean
Our camp facilities offer complete amenities, 
including air conditioning and up-to-date 
equipment to ensure your camper’s time 
with us is memorable. Professional cleaning 
staff keep our buildings and grounds clean 
and safe at all times, and that helps make 

drop-off and pick-up easy and convenient for 
parents on the go!

Enthusiastically Engaged
We offer your child a break from technology 
so that he or she can be physically active. 
Your child will build creativity with real people, 
real activities, and real emotions. We include 
core values in many activities, demonstrating 
relationship skills such as caring, honesty, 
respect, and responsibility.

Amazingly Affordable
Our “pay as you go” payment plan makes 
Valley Forge Day Camp doable for any 
budget, because you pay only for the days 

your child attends! The weekly cost is one of 
the most affordable in the area. The combination 

of our fantastic staff and modern facilities makes this 
a great value for every household. 

valleyforgedaycamp.orgBegins June 13 |
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Photo Feature

On February 20, 2016, family and friends gathered at Valley Forge Baptist to 
watch and participate in the annual Master Clubs Pine Car Derby. The kids 
eagerly anticipate this event each year. 

Master Clubs is a weekly Bible club that teaches kids how to explore 
the world through God’s Word, and to effectively live for God. This is 
accomplished through various projects, workbooks, badges, and Scripture 
memorization. We also have a structured game time to allow children to 
expend energy and learn teamwork.

2016 Master Clubs Pine Car Derby winners
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New App!
Available for 
iPhone, iPad, 
and Android.
Search for vfbt
in the app store.


