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WE NEED "PEACEMAKERS" in our homes, 
churches, and country. All politicians could learn a 
great deal from reading the words of Jesus Christ. 
Among Jesus’ 12 disciples, there were two men from 
polar opposites of the political spectrum:

Matthew the Tax Collector – Matthew was considered 
by most Jews to be a traitor to the Jewish nation. 
The Jews likely spit and cursed him as they paid their 
taxes.

Simon the Zealot – Simon belonged to a group of 
passionate patriots who wanted to overthrow the 
Roman government. Zealots were political assassins.  

There had to be many nights that Matthew wondered if Simon would put a dagger 
in his back. But when God comes into your life and Jesus fills your heart, it is 
amazing how people can learn to love, forgive, and get along.  

We have more than 30 different nationalities represented by the people who 
worship together at Valley Forge Baptist. We often sing the chorus, “There’s a 
sweet, sweet spirit in this place.” Come join us for Sunday services and experience 
the friendly atmosphere created by God’s people who worship and fellowship 
together as we learn the Word of God!  

Delighted to Serve,

Sunday
9:00 & 10:30am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30am | Sunday School & Adult Bible Fellowships
6:00pm | Evening Worship Service

Wednesday
7:15pm | Midweek Bible Study & Youth Ablaze
Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

CHURCH SERVICES

Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor 

A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R
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ON FEBRUARY 9, 2011, Dave Davis 
walked into the hospital for a “routine” 
diverticulitis surgery. Three surgeries 
later, he was taken to a hospital near 
Philadelphia. Infection began to seize his 
body. After Dave had spent 13 days in a 
coma, on a ventilator, and his kidneys 
were failing, the doctors gave his wife, 
Ellen, virtually no hope. But 80 days 
later, Dave walked out of the hospital!

The first miracle occurred when God 
raised Dave from his deathbed. As hard 
as his team of doctors had tried, humanly 
speaking, nothing short of a miracle was 
going to help. Family and friends from all 
over the world began to pray for Dave. 
A missionary friend informed Ellen 
that churches in China were praying for 

Dave and Ellen Davis

Hope for you.
Hope for the world.

BY GREG JOYNER

E T E R N A L  L I F E
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Dave’s recovery. Friends from Australia to Africa and 
beyond were praying, as were friends from all over the 
United States. Dave and Ellen’s church, Valley Forge 
Baptist, organized a 24-hour prayer vigil through 
which people signed up for 15-minute segments to 
pray. Around the world, 24 hours per day, people 
were praying to ask God to touch Dave’s life.

God had to intervene. Miraculously, He did! Ellen 
waited by Dave’s bedside while many extremely 
stressful days passed. Then on March 22, Dave awoke 
from his coma! By mid-April, Dave was sent to Bryn 
Mawr Rehabilitation Hospital to learn how to walk, 
eat, and take care of himself. 

Shortly thereafter, Dave’s kidney doctor told 
him to prepare for a life with permanent kidney 
dialysis. Once again, friends began to pray. On May 
2, the second miracle occurred. Dave went for more 
dialysis, and before his appointment, he underwent 
some tests to check his kidney levels. As Dave waited 
for the dialysis session to begin, a nurse came out 
to the waiting room. In tears, the nurse hugged 
Dave and said; “It’s a miracle. You don’t need dialysis 
anymore. You can go home!” Dave was completely off 
kidney dialysis!  

HOPE IS WONDERFUL! We hope for lots of 
things. Kids hope for a new toy. Teens hope to be 
liked or accepted. College students hope to pass 
the next exam. Young professionals hope to get the 
next great job that pays well, allows flexibility, and 
gives opportunity to make a difference in the world. 

Parents-to-be hope for a healthy child. Grandparents 
hope for good health and care for their later years. 
Hope is both personal and shared. 

If you “google” the word “hope,” you will find over 
two billion results.

Merriam Webster defines “hope” as:
TRUST, RELIANCE
Desire accompanied by expectation of or belief 

in fulfillment, as in came in hopes of seeing you; also: 
expectation of fulfillment or success, as in no hope 
of a cure, when they were young and full of hope; b: 
someone or something on which hopes are centered, 
as in our only hope for victory; c: something desired or 
hoped for.

EXPECT, HOPE, LOOK mean to await some 
occurrence or outcome. EXPECT implies a high 
degree of certainty and usually involves the idea of 
preparing or envisioning (expects to be finished by 
Tuesday). HOPE implies little certainty but suggests 
confidence or assurance in the possibility that what 
one desires or longs for will happen. 

What do you hope for? What expectations do you 
have? Dave was hopeful for healing, and God gave a 
miracle. 

The most powerful story of hope and miracle ever 
recorded is given in Matthew 28:1–10.  

1 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to 
dawn toward the first day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the 
sepulchre.

HOPE IS DEFINED AS
Trust, Reliance. Desire accompanied by 
expectation of or belief in fulfillment.
........
Merriam Webster Dictionary
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2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: 
for the angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat upon it.

3 His countenance was like lightning, and 
his raiment white as snow:

4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, 
and became as dead men.

5 And the angel answered and said unto the 
women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified.

6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that 
he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth 
before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: 
lo, I have told you.

8 And they departed quickly from the 
sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run 
to bring his disciples word.

9 And as they went to tell his disciples, 
behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. 
And they came and held him by the feet, and 
worshipped him.

10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: 
go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, 
and there shall they see me.

“The central event of that climax, the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, is also the central event of God’s 
redemptive history. The resurrection is the 
cornerstone of the Christian faith, and everything 
that we are and have and hope to be is predicated 
on its reality. There would be no Christianity if there 
were no resurrection. The message of Scripture 
has always been a message of resurrection hope, 
a message that death is not the end for those who 
belong to God.” —John MacArthur.

The words from the angel in verses 6 and 7 
especially stand out. “He is not here: for he is risen, 
as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 
And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead…” Come, see! Go and tell! 

Come and see! Hope for you. This is personal; this 

is for you and me. Hope has become reality! Jesus 
Christ has overcome death; therefore, all who believe 
in Him also overcome death and live with Him 
forever in Heaven. 

Go and tell! This is the gospel message that 
Christians take to the world! Jesus lives, and because 
He lives all who believe in Him for salvation live also! 
Truly, this is “Joy to the World!” Believers have the 
privilege and responsibility to share this joy and tell 
the good news about Jesus’ resurrection. 

Two Greek words are given for hope in the New 
Testament. Elpis is an expectation or confidence, 
and its verb form, elpizo, is the act of expecting or 
trusting. The biblical definition of hope has nothing 
to do with a personal wish or vague desire. Rather, 
our hope is an absolute assurance. We are to have 
unwavering confidence in Jesus, who is our hope, as 
we patiently wait for His return. 

Dave and Ellen had hope and patiently expected 
God to answer their prayers and the prayers of others 
on their behalf. They are very grateful for all of the 
prayers of co-workers, friends, and family. They are 
forever thankful for the care they received from the 
great team at Bryn Mawr Hospital and Bryn Mawr 
Rehabilitation Hospital. God worked through human 
hands to spare Dave’s life. You, too, can experience 
God’s miracle in your life by placing your faith and 
trust in His Son, Jesus. 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved” Romans 10:13.

Hope is powerful! What a message to receive and 
to tell! Join us Easter Sunday—come, see, and hear 
as Dave leads our choir and orchestra in presenting 
beautiful songs of the resurrection, and witness 
even more miracles of changed lives at Valley Forge 
Baptist. 

Greg Joyner
Associate Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist 
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Four reasons to send your 
child to Caring Kids Preschool.

Caring Kids Preschool will help your child to 
develop social and foundational academic 
skills through daily interaction with teachers 
and fellow students.
 
Caring Kids Preschool is dedicated to 
promoting the use of cognitive and motor skills 
through hands-on learning in the classroom. 
 
Caring Kids Preschool promotes a high 
quality program of learning and interactive 
activities while developing skills and 
confidence to prepare your child for success 
in Kindergarten.
 
Caring Kids Preschool teachers are dedicated 
to nurturing your child's growth while valuing 
each parent's goals for their child. 

1

2

3

4
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BY SCOT T WENDAL

I AM GLAD TO SAY that I was greatly 
influenced by radio legend Paul Harvey 
for more than 20 years of my life. In my 
opinion, Paul Harvey was the greatest 
radio newscaster and commentator of 
the 20th century. His daily broadcasts 
were the top three broadcasts for many 
years. He received numerous awards in 
his lifetime, including the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civil award. Everyone knew that Paul 
Harvey was a patriot who loved America, 
and most knew that he was a Bible-
believing Christian, as was evidenced 

by his holiday broadcasts. Though Paul 
Harvey was silenced by the grave in 2009, 
many of us can still hear his voice as we 
read his favorite Easter story once again.

A Boston preacher, Dr. S.D. 
Gordon, placed a beatup, bent, 
rusted old birdcage beside his 
pulpit when he told this story….An 
unkempt, unwashed little lad about 
10 years old was coming up the alley 
swinging this old caved-in birdcage 
with several tiny birds shivering on 
the floor of it. The compassionate 

An Easter Story from
Paul Harvey.

S P I R I T U A L  L I F E
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Dr. Gordon asked the boy where he got the 
birds. He said he trapped them. Dr. Gordon 
asked what he was going to do with them. The 
boy said he was going to play with them and 
have fun with them. The preacher said, “Sooner 
or later you’ll get tired of them. Then what 
are you going to do with them?” The lad said, 
“I have some cats at home. They like birds. I’ll 
feed them to my cats.” Dr. Gordon said, “Son, 
how much do you want for the birds?” The boy, 
surprised, hesitated and said, “Mister, you don’t 
want to buy these birds. They’re just plain old 
field birds. They can’t even sing. They’re ugly.” 
The preacher said, “Just tell me. How much do 
you want?” The grubby little lad thought about 
it. He squinted up one eye. He calculated and 
hesitated and said, “Two dollars?” To the boy’s 
surprise, Dr. Gordon reached into his pocket 
and handed the boy two one-dollar bills. The 
preacher took the cage. The boy, in a wink, 
hurried up the alley. In a sheltered crevice 
between buildings, Dr. Gordon opened the door 
of the cage, and, tapping on the rusty exterior, 
he encouraged the little birds, one at a time, to 
find their way out through the narrow door and 
fly away.  

Thus having accounted for the empty 
birdcage beside his pulpit, the preacher went 
on to tell what seemed, at first, like a separate 
story. Once upon a time, Jesus and the Devil 
had engaged in a negotiation. Satan had 
boasted how he’d baited a trap in Eden’s garden 
and caught himself a world full of people. 
“What are you going to do with all those people 
in your cage?” Jesus wanted to know. The 
Devil said, “I’m going to play with ’em, tease 
’em. Make them marry and divorce and fight 
and kill one another. I’m going to teach them 
to throw bombs on one another. I’m going to 
have fun with them!” Jesus said, “You can’t 
have fun with them forever. When you get 
tired of playing, what are you going to do with 
them?” Satan said, “Damn them! They’re no 
good anyway! Damn them! Kill them!” Jesus 

said, “How much do you want for them?” Satan 
said, “You can’t be serious! If I sell them to you, 
they’ll just spit on you. They’ll hate you. They’ll 
hit you and beat you. They’ll hammer nails into 
you! They’re no good.” Jesus said, “How much?” 
Satan said, “All of your tears and all of your 
blood. That’s the price.” Jesus took the cage, 
and paid the price, and opened the door.  

Yes, all of us who truly believe on Jesus Christ for 
our salvation are truly free. Jesus said, “And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” 
John 8:32.

GOD LOVES YOU
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever  
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. John 3:16

EVERYONE IS A SINNER
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God. Romans 3:23

SIN HAS A PRICE THAT MUST BE PAID
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Romans 6:23

JESUS CHRIST DIED TO PAY YOUR PRICE
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
Romans 5:8

PRAY AND ASK JESUS CHRIST TO BE YOUR 
SAVIOR AND RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. Romans 10:13

Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist 
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April 16
9 or 10:30am

Good Friday Service
April 14 at Noon
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Dirty diapers, muddy shoes, mountains of laundry, filling the role of taxi driver, short-
order cook, a nurse when needed…sound familiar? Yep, it’s a mom’s life and I can tell 
you that there are days when I feel overwhelmed by it.  I will never forget the day when 
I had become so frustrated with my children asking me for yet one more thing that I 
had reached my limit. I turned to them and said emphatically, “I am NOT your servant!” 
Three little pairs of blue eyes just looked at me and I was instantly ashamed and had to 
walk away. I was reminded that actually, yes, I am like a servant (not a doormat, mind 
you) and I am to choose to serve them in love. How to do that? Well, here are four mind-
sets that I remind myself daily to maintain that have helped me greatly in this area: 

1. CHOOSE JOY  
I have a personal choice each day when I wake up to choose to be grumpy or joyful; it’s 
a mind-set.

2. CHOOSE SELFLESSNESS  
This one is harder because we all have a sinful, selfish nature. There is no good in 
us (Romans 3:10) but God in His love (Romans 5:8) gave us a choice (John 3:16) to 
overcome our selfishness through Him. 

BY TARA TITUS

IT'S A
MOMS
LIFE

F A M I L Y
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3. CHOOSE GROWTH  
I can become a better person by committing to grow in many areas of my life. The most 
important growth stems from my quiet time each morning when I choose to read my 
Bible and spend time in prayer. My perspective changes and it is there at that time I see 
my life as God sees it: I am worthy, I am loved, and I have the most wonderful job in the 
entire world…to nurture and raise my children to love God and others.

4. CHOOSE ENCOURAGEMENT  
I have the biggest platform to be a cheerleader for my children! I can choose to build 
them up or tear them down.  I must choose to look for the good more than I do the bad.

So, about those burdens I was talking about at the beginning? Hmmm…they don’t seem 
so bad after all when you look at the four choices we all need to face each day. Changing 
those dirty diapers can turn into a fun time of giggling and sweet kisses. Cleaning off 
the muddy shoes can turn into an opportunity to spend time teaching our children 
how to help mommy clean. Washing the never-ending mountain of laundry can turn 
into a time of thanking God that our children are alive and healthy. Serving as a taxi 
driver can turn into a very special time of conversation between mom and child. Being a 
short-order cook can turn into a time of teaching our children to set and clear the table, 
and it can result in the joy of knowing that you are giving them the most valuable time 
together as a family. The nurse, well, those occasions certainly can turn into moments 
for giving a comforting hug and kiss and having a chance to always say, “I love you!” 
After all, it’s a mom’s life and it’s wonderful!
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DEAF
MINISTRY
Valley Forge Baptist has a heart to minister 
to Deaf people. We want to go beyond simply 
offering interpreting in “selected” services, 
but want the Deaf to have access to all the 
opportunities our church has to offer. We 
have a separate Deaf Adult Bible Study time 
each week that meets at 9 am. We then 
interpret every Sunday morning and Sunday 
evening service, each week. We also have a 
separate Deaf Bible Study that meets every 
Wednesday night. This Bible study is taught 
by Hearing and Deaf, but is done completely 
in Sign Language.  We feel compelled to offer 
solid, clear Bible teaching for Deaf at Valley 
Forge Baptist. We also film a weekly Bible 
Study for the Deaf that is posted on YouTube 
and is being watched around the world.

Also check out deafvitalsigns.com.
A BIble study resource for the Deaf.
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Did You Know?

One of the greatest archaeological 
discoveries of modern times happened 
by accident in 1947 when a Bedouin 
boy threw a stone into a cave's mouth 
high on the rock face of a Judean 
mountain facing the Dead Sea. Startled 
by the sound of breaking pottery, the 
boy summoned his tribe to investigate, 
and the sound of that breakage has 
reverberated throughout the world. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) are a 
collection 900+ ancient Jewish 
manuscripts, one-fourth of which are 
copies of the Hebrew Scriptures’ Old 
Testament.

Before discovery of the DSS, the 
earliest known manuscripts of the 
Old Testament dated back to the 9th 
century A.D. The DSS date to the 2nd 
century B.C., and thus moved the date 
of manuscript evidence back nearly 
1,200 years! The DSS demonstrate 
that the Bible’s text is accurately 
transmitted, which is the distinguished 
value of this remarkable find. With what 
the DSS reveal, the charge that the Bible 
has been changed many times over the 
years dried up and blew away with a 
dusty breeze.

A REMARKABLE
DISCOVERY

BY SAM AYLESTOCK

SPRING  201720
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Lawrence Lartey
OR DINAT ION
Jesus’ prayer request, as seen in Luke 10:1–2, was that His people would 
pray to the Lord of the Harvest that He would send forth laborers into the 
harvest field (the world) to reach more people with the good news of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is our joy to have one of our 
young couples answer God’s call to the ministry of 
reaching souls for Christ. On January 22, 2017, 
Lawrence Lartey was ordained as a new youth 
pastor at Faith Baptist Church in Hamilton, New 
Jersey. Lawrence is a graduate of Lancaster 
Bible College and served as an intern at Valley 
Forge Baptist. His future plans are to become a 
senior pastor.  

P H O T O  F E A T U R E
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Fantastically Friendly
Our professional staff provides 
campers with a positive 
environment. We ensure 
personal care and attention 
with 1 Counselor to every 
4 Campers! Counselors 
demonstrate sincere care for 
your child because they love 
being with kids!

Awesome Activities
Valley Forge Day Camp offers 
themed activities that aim 
to foster new relationships, 
promote teamwork, and build 
creativity. Our camp will have 
an impact on your child for a 
lifetime and give him or her 

memories to cherish 
forever. Activities 
include swimming, 
outdoor fun, games 
in our gymnasium, 
and field trips to 
exciting destinations.

SPRING  201722



COMMUNITY.THECARINGCHURCH.COM 23

Completely Clean
Our camp facilities offer complete amenities, 
including air conditioning and up-to-date 
equipment to ensure your camper’s time 
with us is memorable. Professional cleaning 
staff keep our buildings and grounds clean 
and safe at all times, and that helps make 

drop-off and pick-up easy and convenient for 
parents on the go!

Enthusiastically Engaged
We offer your child a break from technology 
so that he or she can be physically active. 
Your child will build creativity with real people, 
real activities, and real emotions. We include 
core values in many activities, demonstrating 
relationship skills such as caring, honesty, 
respect, and responsibility.

Amazingly Affordable
Our “pay as you go” payment plan makes 
Valley Forge Day Camp doable for any 
budget, because you pay only for the days 

your child attends! The weekly cost is one of 
the most affordable in the area. The combination 

of our fantastic staff and modern facilities makes this 
a great value for every household. 

valleyforgedaycamp.orgBegins June 12 |
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