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ACCORDING TO the Guinness Book of 
World Records, the Bible is the best selling book 
of all time. The Bible society estimated 2.5 billion 
copies were printed between 1815 and 1975.  
Today the conservative estimate is that over 5 
billion copies of the Bible have been printed. Over 
100 million Bibles are sold or given away every 
year in the world according to The Economist. 

It would make sense that IF there was a God and 
IF He wrote a Book, that it would be the most 
important book on earth. The Bible is not only the 
spiritual handbook on how to live life, it is also 
the roadmap to heaven. 

In the Bible we discover the answer to the biggest questions of life:

How did we get here?
Why are we here?
Where will we go when we die?

And yet, so many disagree with the Bible’s emphatic statements that we are all 
sinners and only in Jesus Christ can we be forgiven of all of our sins, John 3:16.  
This issue contains compelling articles that will help build your faith about the 
accuracy of the Bible as God’s Word.

Delighted to Serve,

Sunday
9:00 & 10:30am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30am | Sunday School & Adult Bible Fellowships
6:00pm | Evening Worship Service

Wednesday
7:15pm | Midweek Bible Study & Youth Ablaze
Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

CHURCH SERVICES

Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor 

A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R
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FULFILLED
BIBLE 
PROPHECY
Why I Know the Bible is True.
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MANY IN OUR SOCIETY falsely 
assume that the Bible is a religious book 
filled with superstitious stories about 
God working in people’s lives.  The Bible 
is also mocked by atheists who claim 
to be more knowledgably than the God 
who gave them life.  For decades scholars 
made the front page of newspapers and 
magazines with their accusations of 
“errors” all the while the archaeologist 

continued to uncover thousands of 
items confirming the accuracy of the 
Bible.  A simple google search of the key 
words “Biblical Archaeology” or “Biblical 
Artifacts” will confirm this premise.  

As a Christian I BELIEVE the Bible is 
true, but as a serious student of Bible 
prophecy, history, and archaeology I 
KNOW the Bible is true. 

Fulfilled Bible Prophecy is God’s proof 

BY SCOT T WENDAL

HUNDREDS OF BOOKS 
HAVE BEEN WRITTEN 
TO DOCUMENT THE 
FULFILLMENT OF 
ANCIENT PROPHECIES

C U R R E N T  E V E N T S



SUMMER  20176

REPRODUCTION OF THE 
ARCH OF TITUS RELIEF
BIBLE-HISTORY.COM

to a skeptical world.  In the Bible God calls us to 
believe by faith, but He does not call us to believe in 
a “blind faith.” 

FULFILLED BIBLE PROPHECY—
GOD’S PROOF TO A SKEPTICAL WORLD

Hundreds of books have been written to 
document the fulfillment of ancient prophecies 
regarding people, places, events, and nations (Search 
“reasons.org/Bible Prophecy”).  It is a faith building 
experience to read about Daniel’s prophecies of 
nations, Daniel 9:24-27; David’s prophecy of 
crucifixion before it was invented, Psalm 22:16, and 
the prophecy of a king named Josiah who would dig 
up and burn the bones of false prophets on the altar 
of king Jeroboam, I Kings 13:2, 2 Kings 23:15-18, 
and over 300 prophecies fulfilled by Christ (Search 
“Godandscience.org/Prophecies of Jesus”).  

As amazing as it is to look back in history and see 
the accuracy of the Bible, it is even more astounding 
to look at events in our lifetime that confirm the 
Bible is true.  When talking to a skeptic – family, 
friend, or co-worker – what do you say to them?  
Ask them to consider the single greatest proof 
that the Bible is true – the greatest fulfillment 
of prophecy in our lifetime is the rebirth of the 

nation of Israel.  Jesus predicted the destruction 
of Jerusalem which was fulfilled in 70 AD and 
documented in the Arch of Titus – just a few blocks 
from the Roman Colosseum.  The Bible predicted 
that the Jewish people be scattered around the 
world, Deuteronomy 28:64, “And the Lord shall 
scatter thee among all people, from one end of the 
earth even unto the other.”  But it also predicts that 
Israel will be Re-gathered and the Jews will return 
to their homeland, Israel.  Ezekiel 38:8, “After many 
days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou 
shalt come into the land that is brought back from 
the sword, and is gathered out of many people....”

THE GREATEST FULFILLMENT OF 
PROPHECY IN OUR LIFETIME—ISRAEL!

There are over 1,500 prophecies about the 
second coming of Jesus in the Bible.  But one thing 
is clear – the Jewish people MUST return to the 
land before the coming of Christ.  Old Testament 
prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel both predicted the 
return of the Jewish people to their land after being 
scattered around the world – Ezekiel 36:24, 37:12, 
14, Jeremiah 30:11; 31:10.

In one generation the Jewish people went from 
having no homeland to being a recognized nation.  
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In 1948, when Israel took its place among the 
nations of the world again for the first time in 
nearly 2000 years, students of prophecy recognized 
the fulfillment of the primary sign that the end 
of the age was upon us.  Many Bible scholars view 
the rebirth of Israel as the budding of the fig tree, 
Matthew 24:32-33.  Others see the retaking of 
Jerusalem in 1967 as the fulfillment of this event. 
Learn more by searching TheCaringChurch.com/
Sunday-Evening (see “Be Prepared” Series).

Most musical lovers are familiar with the “old 
spiritual” called Dry Bones.  This song sets to music 
the prediction from Ezekiel 37 picturing the rebirth 
of the nation of Israel as a valley of dry bones that 
becomes a mighty army.  The fulfillment of this 
prediction is found in the Jewish people returning 
to their land in our lifetime.  

We live in exciting days!  We are witnesses to the 
fulfillment of prophecies made more than 2,000 
years ago.  We can understand that the current 
crisis in the Middle East absolutely fits a biblical 
scenario of the last days.  A leader will rise out 
of the European Union to broker a peace treaty 
between the Jews and the Arabs “in the last days” 
(Daniel 9:27, Revelation 6:2).  This “world peace” 
does not last very long.  Jesus predicted a 3 ½ year 
period of “great tribulation” on the earth, (Matthew 
24:21) before His return to the earth to set up His 
one thousand year reign upon the earth, Revelation 
20:4.

Yes, I know the Bible is true.  The proof is found 
in history, prophecy, archaeology, and even in 
science.  But the most important truth found in 
the Bible is the subject of your eternal destiny.  
Everyone has a living soul that will live somewhere 
forever!  God gave us an accurate record of His 
dealings with people for one major purpose – to 
love us to Himself.  

If you have never made a personal commitment 
to become a true and genuine follower of Jesus 
Christ, consider His offer of love and forgiveness 
today.  Please take five minutes and watch “The 
Truth about Eternity” (TheCaringChurch.com/the-
truth).  

IF YOU HAVE NEVER MADE A 
PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO 
BECOME A GENUINE FOLLOWER 
OF JESUS CHRIST, CONSIDER 
HIS OFFER OF LOVE AND 
FORGIVENESS TODAY.  

Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist 
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TRUST
THE BIBLE?

Are you, A) one who already trusts the Bible but 
are looking for additional “evidence” to bolster your 
faith, or B) one who questions whether or not the 
Bible is trustworthy and are sincerely investigating 
the matter further? In either case, you’ll find help 
here. 

Why do many intelligent and educated people 
trust the Bible? What do they know that you don’t? 
In the depths of your soul, do you want to be a 
“truster?” Then launch yourself on this investigative 
journey:

EXAMINE THE MANUSCRIPT 
EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE
How did the Bible come into existence, and how 
was it passed down to us? How many manuscripts 
support the reading of the biblical text, 
are they reliable, and how much time 
elapsed between the writing of the 
original and the making of the 
earliest copies that we have today? 
Here is a comparison of the Bible 
and another ancient work. 

The works of Plato date back to 
400 BC. The earliest copies that still 
exist date back to 900 AD. That’s a 
span of 1,300 years, and 7 copies exist. 
The New Testament dates back to 75-100 
AD. The earliest manuscripts that still exist date 
back to 125 AD. That span of time is only 35 years, 
and 24,000+ manuscripts exist. The Bible passes the 
bibliographical test—the manuscripts are reliable 
copies of the original, with little time-lapse between 
the original and copies, and attested by numerous 
extant (still in existence) copies. 

EXAMINE THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE
Far from being a foe, archaeology is a friend whose 
diggings defend the biblical record. The destruction 
of Tyre, the crumbling walls of Jericho, the 
existence of Pontius Pilate, the Hittite civilization, 
the Bible’s use of “politarchs” to denote the 
civil authorities of Thessalonica, and so on. The 

archaeologist’s spade has uncovered over numerous 
sites that pertain to the Bible and innumerable 
facts that confirm Scripture’s accuracy. Noted 
archaeologist, Dr. William Albright said, “There 
can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed 
the substantial historicity of the Old Testament 
tradition.” 

EXAMINE THE PROPHETICAL 
EVIDENCE IN THE BIBLE
Prophecy is often “history before it happens.” 
Because God is all-knowing, He knows the future, 
and occasionally He tells us the future before it 
materializes. This pre-telling often contains specific 
information as opposed to vague generalities. 

Examples include the destruction of Sidon 
and Tyre, the ascendency of Cyrus to 

the Persian throne and subsequent 
actions toward the Jews. Numerous 
prophecies regarding Jesus 
Christ include His birthplace, 
genealogy, triumphal entrance 
into Jerusalem, betrayal by Judas, 

death, burial, resurrection, and 
much more. Prophecies often pre-

date their fulfillment by hundreds of 
years or more.

Understand this, the Bible is trustworthy, yet not 
everyone will trust it. Trust depends not primarily 
upon the accuracy and authenticity of the biblical 
record, but upon the acumen and appetites of the 
reader. A person recognizes the trustworthiness of 
Scripture when the Spirit of God convinces him or 
her that it is true.

1 Corinthians 2:14 says, “But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 

Seek truth and find God; that’s how it works!

Sam Aylestock
Associate Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist 

B I B L E  S T U D Y
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BY L AMAR EIFERT

G R O W T H

DO YOU LIKE CHANGE? If you’re like 
most people you probably don’t! Change 
can be disruptive to our schedules. It 
can be discouraging to our spirit or even 
destructive to our mental/emotional 
well-being!  Let’s face it, some change 
can even seem, dare I say it, “diabolical!”   
That’s how much we hate change!

But for some, change is good! It’s 
like the lady who called the insurance 
company after a fire swept through their 
barn and burned it to the ground.  The 
farmer surveyed the wreckage while 
his wife called the insurance company. 
She asked the company to send a check 
for $75,000 based on the amount of 
damage done to the structure according 
to her husband’s estimation.

“Oh, we don’t give you the money,” a 
company official said. “We replace the 
barn and all the contents and equipment 
in it so you can purchase exactly what 
you had before.”  She quickly replied, 

“If that’s the way your insurance works, 
you can cancel the policy I have on my 
husband.”

We chuckle at such stories but in 
reality, change is not always easy.  We 
get set in our ways.  We live in a comfort 
zone that we like and don’t want 
disrupted.  Constancy brings us a sense 
of stability and security while change 
brings us a sense of uneasiness because 
we have to face the unknown. But if you 
really stop and think about it, change is 
good in many ways and we should learn 
to embrace it.

Imagine never learning anything 
new after age 8!  Or consider going 
through life without the conveniences 
that modern technology has provided 
for us over the last decade or two: cell 
phones, tablet or laptop computers, 
GPS, microwaves, or the myriad of other 
electronic devices that make our lives 
more manageable?  Changes in things 

HELPING
PEOPLE
Change

GOD WANTS US TO BE 
CHANGING AND GROWING 
ALL OF THE TIME.
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like transportation, communication, and technology 
all have advanced the quality of our lives many 
times over. So change can be good!  

Personally and spiritually speaking, God wants 
us to be changing and growing as well!  He wants us 
to change in our mental, emotional, and spiritual 
character. We have all had or maybe still struggle 
with bad habits or stubborn addictions we want to 
break.  Things like overeating, watching too much 
TV, or just having an inactive lifestyle can all be 
detrimental to our health if we let these things 
become the regular pattern of our lives! Perhaps it’s 
a bad temper, a sharp tongue, or depression that 
has taken control of your life and pushed others 
away.  Even more serious is the use of dominating 
substances like illegal drugs, alcohol, or the overuse 
of medications to dull the emotional pain of the 
past.  To change in these areas is not only helpful 
and necessary but potentially critical.  So change is 
good in many ways.

God is in the business of changing lives and this 
compels us in our ministry to help people change 
for the better as well.  He changes us by working 
on the inside where our thought’s, motives, will, 
and desires, reside.  If we respond properly to His 
promptings, we can first change our inner man, 
then the outer man can follow suit.  

At Valley Forge Baptist we have a Biblical 
Counseling Center that serves the community with 
the specific purpose of helping people change and 
grow!  

Our focus is to come alongside a person 
struggling with a life event and lovingly instruct 
them in the Scriptures in order to evoke change 
on the inner man.  We help them to change their 
thinking in order to ultimately change their 
behavior which will, in turn, improve their feelings 
and help them find or return to a Christ-centered 
joy-filled life.  The order for true change is to start 
with one’s thinking, which will affect one’s behavior, 
which will then impact one’s feelings. In a nutshell, 
it’s helping people change and grow in their walk 
with Christ. The formal term for this pattern of 
change is called “progressive sanctification.”  Here 

is a purpose statement we follow for helping people 
when they come to our counseling ministry…

“To have one’s thinking patterns changed so 
drastically that we and our counselees automatically, 
unconsciously, and comfortably act like Jesus would 
act if He were in our shoes.”  

Since what we think is who we are, it is vital that 
we have right thought patterns about life.  This 
is the beginning stage of true change.  The most 
basic of thought patterns focuses on the following 
questions:

• Why am I here?
• What is my purpose in life?
• What will bring me joy and meaning in life?
• What happens after this life is over?
• How do I have assurance of heaven?

Having proper answers to these questions can 
change your life for all eternity. Here’s how change 
works…

God’s Part
1. God convicts our hearts telling us we are all 

sinners. We must accept the fact that we have all 
sinned and missed the mark of God’s righteous 
standard (Romans 3:23).

2. We must then recognize that our sin will keep 
us out of heaven so we must have forgiveness for 
our sin in order to have right standing before God 
(Romans 6:23).

3. We must believe that Jesus Christ died on the 
cross to forgive us of our sin and then rose again to 
conquer sin and death. He paid our penalty for sin 
through His death allowing us to go free (Romans 
5:8, 2 Corinthians 5:21).

4. Next, we must receive Christ into our hearts by 
faith through praying and inviting Him to save us 
(John 1:12, Romans 10:9-10).

5. Once Christ (through the Holy Spirit) comes to 
live inside of us through placing our trust in Him to 
save us, we now have the power of God living within 
us for victory over our old thought and behavior 
patterns (1 Corinthians 15:57).

Our Part
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Lamar Eifert
Associate Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist
Director of Valley Forge Biblical Counseling Center

1. With Christ now living in you, though you will 
still be tempted to do wrong things (like mentioned 
above), you have the internal power to say no to 
temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13, Romans 6:11-14)

2. You must begin to practice the “put-off” “put-
on” principle (Ephesians 4:22-24).  After asking God 
for strength for victory, you determine to literally 
“throw off” the old desires of your sinful heart and 
“put on” the new desires of the Holy Spirit who now 
resides in your soul that please God.

3. We change by allowing the Holy Spirit to have 
more influence in our lives than our old sinful 
attitudes and desires.  This change happens in the 
heart first (Matt. 15:19) and then impacts our 
behavior which then impacts our feelings last.

4. So the three-step dynamic for change is this:

If we BELIEVE right          We will THINK right.

If we THINK right          We will DO right.

If we DO right          We will FEEL right.

So true change happens when we allow the Lord 
to change us on the inside by having His Holy 
Spirit dwell within us. This happens by trusting in 
Him through faith. With His power now living in 
us, we can begin to change the way we think about 
our hurts, struggles, and challenges in life. As we 
learn to rely upon Christ to help us, our burdens 
don’t seem as difficult and our temptations are not 
as dominant.  We are able to say “no” to sinful or 
lustful thoughts and desires because we know they 
will not please Christ who saved us and now lives in 
us. 

By receiving Christ into your life, the initial 
change is immediate! You instantly become a child 
of God.  That’s a change in who you are. But the 
change in what you do is a process that takes place 
over time and is not immediate. It happens as you 
learn to apply biblical principles to your life. The 
more you learn about Jesus Christ, your faith in 
Him, and the Bible, which is man’s instruction book 
for life, the more you will find yourself changing 

from the inside out.  A key Bible verse to consider is: 
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in 

Christ he is a new creature, old things are passed 
away and behold all things are become new.”

What Keeps Us From Changing and Growing?
• Sinful habits
• Self-righteous attitude (“I’m ok” or “that won’t 

happen to me”)
• Stuck in the past
• Scared of the future and the unknown
• Small faith
• Set in our ways (same old same old and hard 

make new  patterns of living)
• Slow to respond to God’s conviction in our lives
• Sluggards (lazy)
• Surrounding ourselves with ungodly people and 

influences
• Sadness over our circumstances (can lead to self-

pity and depression)
• Sinful actions of others done against us (creates 

bitterness and unforgiveness)
Consider all these factors. If you are dissatisfied 

with some area of your life and are looking for 
change, we want to be of help to you in guiding 
you through change process. Please contact us at 
VFBCC.org or 866.828.9667. It would be our joy to 
assist you!
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HOW DOES 
THE BIBLE 
BRING 
COMFORT?
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Some use the following acronym for the 
word, BIBLE ( Basic  Information Before 
Leaving Earth ) to describe its purpose 
!   The Apostle Paul declared that   the 
Old Testament Scriptures  were written 
in the past  to help provide  present 
day believers comfort and strength 
now  !  As Paul  stated in Romans 15:4 
"For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope." 

The Bible or Scripture teaches us the 
following truths : patience produces 
endurance , comfort  produces strength 
and  the  word  hope in the Bible does 
not mean a hope so , but rather a know 
so or a confident assurance ! The Bible 
is God's Truth and truth  is  what is true 
or the actual state of a matter. Truth  is 
reality , a verified or indisputable fact, 
proposition, principle, or the state or 
character of being true. 

Christianity is based on historical 
truth which provides believers comfort 
or strength in the present time as well as 
what lies ahead for them in the future .

Comfort is defined as to soothe, 
console, or reassure; bring cheer to: to 

aid; support or encourage. The Bible 
provides us comfort in what we face in 
everyday  life and in how we can face 
eternity too !

  The greatest Comfort  in the world is 
knowing where one will spend eternity 
and the most wonderful Comforter in 
the universe is God Himself . 

The two best known scriptural 
passages in our culture which give 
tremendous comfort, help and 
encouragement are Psalm 23 and John 
3:16.   

King David of Israel wrote Psalm 23 
which has been bringing comfort and 
encouragement to people for 3,000  
years ! King David spoke of the LORD 
Himself as being his very own personal 
Shepherd and he is a like a sheep that 
belongs to God! God is One that Presides 
over him by loving , watching and caring 
for him. David in Psalm 23 claims that 
the Lord is his Personal  shepherd , 
his Present shepherd, his Providing 
shepherd, his Protecting  shepherd and 
his Perpetual shepherd ! 

 When he states, "The LORD is my 
shepherd" , the word " my" demonstrates 
The LORD is David's Personal shepherd 

BY RON COULTON

S P I R I T U A L  L I F E

THE BIBLE PROVIDES 
COMFORT FOR WHAT 
WE FACE EVERY DAY.
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! The word "is" signifies The LORD is the 
Present shepherd who is with him at all 
times and is continually shepherding/
presiding over him. David indicates 
in Verses 1b-3, that the LORD is his 
Providing  Shepherd by meeting both 
his physical and spiritual needs! "I shall 
not want ( his needs will be met), 2 
He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside 
the still waters (physical 
needs. 3 He restoreth 
my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of 
righteousness for his 
name's sake (spiritual 
needs)."  ! 

And verses four and 
five David states  how 
the LORD is his Protecting 
shepherd which indicates that 
he does not have to fear whatever he 
is facing , not even death , because the 
LORD as his Shepherd is always with 
him  no matter what ! 

4 Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over.

And in Verse 6 David reinforces that 
the LORD is his Perpetual shepherd as 
He has been in the past, He is in the 
present and He will continue to be his 
shepherd forever ! 6 Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD forever.

Jesus Himself said that He is the 
Good shepherd that gives his life for His 
sheep and Jesus Himself spoke  the best 

known verse in the Bible, John 3:16," 
For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life." 

People receive comfort and strength 
by first knowing and then personally 
receiving Jesus Christ , God's Son 
as the means by which they can be 

right with God in the present 
and for eternity! This is 

accomplished by childlike  
faith as given in 
Romans 10:13 (which 
is a quote of the OT 
prophet Joel 2:32)," 
For whosoever shall 

call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved."
 The Bible clearly states 

anyone can receive the greatest 
Comfort in the universe from by putting 
their trust in God's Son, Jesus Christ 
by believing that He died for their sins 
and rose again from the dead ( Romans 
10:9-13) ! This then provides one having 
a personal relationship with The Lord 
Himself which results in the believer 
having the same promises that King 
David had in the LORD being his very 
own shepherd!  

What is hindering or stopping you 
from trusting in and asking The Lord to 
be your personal Lord and Savior ? Do so 
right now and He will be yours and you 
will be His for now and for eternity! 

Ron Coulton
Associate Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist 
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25 Years of 
Academic Excellence
A ND SPIR I T UA L TR A INING
On May 27, the Valley Forge Baptist Academy conducted its 14th High School Graduation 
Ceremony. Our graduates walked across the stage to receive their diplomas as family and 
friends looked on.

The church started the school in 1991 and has been passionately educating ever since. 
Until recently, the academy was open only to children of Valley Forge Baptist church 
members, but now, Valley Forge Baptist Academy is excited to announce that it will open 
to students from churches of like faith.

P H O T O  F E A T U R E

vfba.org
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