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Sunday
9:00 & 10:30am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30am | Sunday School & Adult Bible Fellowships
6:00pm | Evening Worship Service

Wednesday

7:00pm | Master Clubs Children's Program
7:15pm | Midweek Bible Study & Youth Ablaze
Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

CHURCH SERVICES

Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor 

A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R

THANK YOU for taking a few moments 
to read our church’s Community Connection! 
The joy of my life is serving the Lord at Valley 
Forge Baptist with what I believe to be some of 
the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome and would like 
to personally meet you here at Valley Forge 
Baptist. We hope that you will be our guest this 
Sunday.

Delighted to Serve, 
Scott & Jodie Wendal

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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BY
LOU LEPORE

S P I R I T U A L  L I F E

Have you ever been lied to? I’m 
sure you have at some point. Lies are 
misleading and very hurtful. What 
makes being lied to even worse is when 
we believe the lie we’ve been told. The 
result? Mistakes, heartache, wasted 
time, and unnecessary suffering. In my 
own life, I have believed a few lies that 
left me with the feeling that I was going 
backwards.

The first lie I was told is that being 
“religious” will get you closer to God; in 
other words, life is about being a good 
person, and if you are one, you get 
to go to Heaven. So I completed each 
sacrament, respected my elders, was 
polite, and did well enough in school 
that I was accepted into the college of 
my choice.

I thought I would’ve been rewarded 
for my “goodness.” Instead, I found 
myself attending three funerals.
One friend was murdered, another 
was killed by a drunk driver, and my 
mentor—my favorite teacher and life 
coach, the man I wanted to pattern 

my entire life after—had committed 
suicide. It was a difficult year to say the 
least.

I found myself asking a few 
questions: Why was this happening 
to me? What did I do to deserve this? 
Where do I go from here?

As a result, I stopped believing one 
lie and turned to another. I began 
listening to people who told me that 
life was about following your heart and 
making your own way. I began making 
choices that reflected that change of 
direction and made me happy. I started 
“enjoying” the college life and quickly 
found out that, at the age of 22, I was 
going to be a father.

I searched for the secret to having a 
great life and found a hard road. I was 
taking 21 credit hours of classes each 
semester, commuting three hours a day 
to get to school, and working 15 to 20 
hours over the weekend to support my 
child. If I had time between parenting, 
class, studying, and traveling, I might 
find a few hours of sleep. I had dreamed 
of being a parent and sharing the news 

"I searched for the 
secret to having a 
great life and found 
a hard road."
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with my family and friends. This was not the story 
that I thought would play out.

A few years passed and I was still searching for 
answers. A friend invited me to a church service, 
and I gave it a chance, thinking Why not? It’s not 
like going to church could make things harder. So I 
went, expecting very little. What I received was far 
greater than I ever could have imagined. 

The pastor delivered a message about 
surrendering your life to God. The Bible verses 
that really hit home with me were Matthew 
11:28–30. In them Jesus says, Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.

It immediately hit me! First I had tried living 
life my way, and then I had tried being religious; 
but during all that time I never went to Jesus 
himself. I was laboring and heavy laden for sure, 
and I realized that the rest that Jesus said He had 
for my soul was what I needed. But the questions 
I had were these: How do I receive it? How do I 
get Jesus Christ, the rest to my soul, and the light 
burden I desire?

The answers to those questions are found in 
verse 29 of Matthew 11. The phrase “learn of 
me” implies that there are a few things we must 
consider: 

First, the Bible explains that every person is 
less than perfect and commits sins against God. 
Romans 3:10 and 3:23 say, As it is written, There 
is none righteous, no, not one: For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God. 

Second, the beginning of Romans 6:23 adds that 
…the wages of sin is death. Because I was living 
a life where sin was present, I wasn’t, by default, 
living the life God wanted me to live. Death 
represents a separation between God and humans 
as a consequence of this sinful life of ours. 

Third, Romans 5:8 says, But God commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Jesus loves us, so He 

died for you and me—not because we’re perfect, 
but because we aren't! 

And finally, the end of Romans 6:23 says that …
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

So, if we believe that Jesus Christ lived the 
perfect sinless life, died for us because of our sin, 
and was raised from the dead by God the Father 
(making Jesus our victorious Savior), each of us 
can start a new life as a follower of Jesus and 
know that Heaven is our eternal home. God is 
calling out to us to …believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved (see Acts 16:31). 
It’s very simple: ask Jesus for forgiveness and 
accept His free gift of salvation.

Now, as a Christian, I’m blessed to serve the 
God that died for me and rose again. I’m privileged 
to share the good news of Jesus Christ with people 
who find that this life has more problems than 
answers. 

I’m so excited to see what God has for me each 
day. Every day is a wonderful opportunity to 
connect with God and people. I have a beautiful 
wife, three wonderful children, and friends who 
want to help me along the way. Above all, I have 
my best friend, Jesus. 

Has it been perfect? a bed of roses? Have all my 
dreams come true? No. Actually, my Christian life 
has brought me a lot of challenges. The difference 
between this new life in Christ and what I had 
before I accepted Him as my Lord and Savior is 
that now I know God loves and accepts me as I am. 
Jesus Christ has added an eternal purpose to my 
life, and one day I will meet Him face to face!

I invite you to come to Jesus, as I did in 2010. 
Make Him your personal Savior today! Won’t you 
come? I’ve lived a life without God and now with 
Him. Living a life for Jesus Christ is beyond better, 
and that is no lie!

Lou Lepore
Member at Valley Forge Baptist
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Growing up in the early 1970s was hard; during 
the Vietnam conflict, single mothers were 
commonplace. Eventually, my home life included a 
stepfather who was violent; he hated the children 
of a previously married woman—me and my two 
siblings. Beatings came weekly, if not daily. My 
mom said, “You kids will be grown one day, and I 
need somebody for me when I get old.”

When I was 13, my stepfather said to my 
brother, Kevin, and me, “If you come home with 
anything less than a ‘C’ in school, DON’T!” At the 
end of the semester, I received several “F’s” on my 
report card. Knowing that our stepfather meant 
what he said, we didn’t ride the bus home that 
night.

We began 
living on the 

streets...
BY

PATRICK SULLIVAN
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We began living on the streets of Redding, 
California; I was 13 and Kevin was 15. We couldn’t 
work, as we were under the legal. Some friends 
of ours would sneak us into their bedrooms at 
night, but we had to be out before sunrise so 
their parents wouldn’t see us. Eventually this 
arrangement stopped, and we were on our own. 
Food came from dumpsters and garbage cans. At 
the end of the day, we gathered doughnuts from 
behind a bakery for the next morning’s breakfast.

We made our bed among the trees behind a 
drive-in movie theater and packed up our stuff 
before sunrise. Police patrolled the area, so we had 
to find the best hiding places. Other street people 
would tell police where we slept if they saw us 
with something they wanted or if they wanted our 
spot. Trying to get out of our spot in the morning 
or back in at night before police, residents and 
other street people saw us became a 
daily challenge.

In one sense, I was living 
a teenager’s dream: Every 
day I had doughnuts for 
breakfast, and I ate at 
fast-food places or nice 
restaurants every night. 
The reality was, I had to 
fight ants for doughnuts, 
fend off rats, cats, and 
stray dogs for dumpster 
meals, and check my food 
for mold. Although I enjoyed 
the weekly drive-in movie, I was 
constantly checking my sleeping 
area for scorpions and rattlesnakes; they 
liked the heat I produced. 

Six years passed before my brother and I broke 
that chain of lifestyle. We were under the control 
of drugs and alcohol; we sold drugs to make a 
small amount of money to buy alcohol.  I believed 
that I wouldn’t live to age 20. I’d say to people, 
“We were all born to die; we’re just in a waiting 
period.” 

My brother and I sometimes ate at the rescue 

mission on South Market Street. Shortly before 
my 17th birthday, we sat listening to the hour-
long sermon to get the meal. At the end, a junior 
pastor saw a questioning look on my face and 
came over to talk to me. It wasn’t long before I 
stumped him with my questions. The senior pastor 
must have seen what was going on and came over 
to asked if he could help. We talked a bit longer 
about the Bible, and what that senior pastor said 
next changed my life forever. First, he asked my 
opinion of the Big Bang Theory. I said it made 
sense and was believable. He said, “Then where did 
the Big Bang come from?” I said it came from the 
universe. Then he said, “Where did the universe 
come from?” I said, “It was there!” He said, “From 
out of nowhere the universe just happened?” 
I replied yes. “Young man…who turned on the 

lights?” For that question, I had no answer. 
At 6 p.m. on October 21, 1983, I gave 

my life to the Lord and received 
Jesus Christ as my Savior and 

was baptized; however,  my 
baptism was for the wrong 

reason; I was told that 
baptism was part of the 
process of washing away 
my past sins. 

At age 19, I entered the 
U.S. Navy thinking my life 

would become better, and 
I’d grow closer to God. That 

was the furthest thing from 
the truth. Instead, I went into a 

downward spiral and fell victim to 
Satan’s lies. I stopped being a servant of 

God and was living a life of sin again. Not knowing 
salvation was forever, I believed I had fallen from 
grace. I thought God would never love a sinner like 
me. I lived this way for several years until I met 
Jennifer, the woman who is now my wife. 

In May of 2015, a very good friend of ours took 
her own life; Jennifer and I felt overwhelming  
pain and sorrow.  As we watched a program on 
a Christian television network, the announcer 

E T E R N A L  L I F E
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said, “If you need help and 
don’t know where to turn, 
please give us a call.” My wife 
called and got a Baltimore 
extension (oddly enough, our 
good friend was from there). 
It was a cell phone number 
for a counselor who was from 
Baltimore but had moved 
to serve at the Christian 
counseling Center at Valley 
Forge Baptist. Jennifer began 
receiving counsel and was 
told, “You can be counseled, 
but you have to be in a church 
to do so.” We were desperate 
for help, so we started 
attending VFBT in October of 
2015. 

On November 23, 2015, 
I was diagnosed with a rare 
disease called Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome (GBS). I had never 
heard of it and became very 
scared. During the 48 days I 
spent in the hospital learning 
to walk again, our family members did not once 
come to see me or my wife. Jennifer stayed by my 
side the whole time, and every week—sometimes 
on a daily basis—I was visited by several of the 
pastors from VFBT and received many get well/
prayer greeting cards from church people.

As my walking improved, my wife and I decided 
it was time for a change. When I was released 
from the hospital, we both dedicated our lives 
to Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. I finally 
understood that salvation is forever, and baptism 
does not wash away sins but is an outward sign to 
others that a person is a believer in and follower of 
Christ. Pastor Scott Wendal baptized us on April 
3, 2016. We sense a new feeling of family now that 
we’re members of VFBT. 

Since my illness would not let me return to a 
contract position, my contract was not renewed 

by my employer, and we were forced to move from 
our home within 30 days. Again, there was no 
sign of help from our family members. During the 
turmoil of our living situation, our new family in 
Christ stepped up to help us move. We are forever 
grateful for the life in Christ we now have. We 
know that without our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
dedicated brothers and sisters we would not have 
the life we are so blessed with today.

What will it take for the light to come on in 
your life? It’s very easy, but does require some 
effort and commitment on your part. Simply bow 
your head in prayer, confess your sins, ask to be 
forgiven of your sins, believe that Jesus died on 
the cross for you, and invite Him to come into 
your life to be your Lord and Savior. 

Patrick Sullivan
Member at Valley Forge Baptist 

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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So much confusion and controversy 
surround the topic of the Holy Spirit. 
Most people don’t understand who He 
is. Yet the Word of God describes the 
Christian’s new best friend as the Holy 
Spirit of God. In John 14, Jesus told 
His disciples that He would be leaving 
the world to go to the Father, but that 
the Father would give them “another 
Comforter” who would abide with 
them forever. Jesus explained that the 
Comforter would teach them all things 
and bring to their minds all that He 
had said to them (see John 14:16, 26).  

WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
WANT TO DO FOR YOU AND ME?
Listen to how one Bible commentator 
describes the Holy Spirit’s ministry to 
us…

“He longs to empower us with 
His dynamic presence, change our 
attitudes, warm our hearts, show 
us how and where to walk, comfort 
us in our struggles and our sorrows, 

strengthen us in the weak places in 
our lives, and literally transform our 
journey from this planet to paradise.”

The Holy Spirit came, not to be 
studied but to be experienced. Every 
Christian can experience the presence 
and power of God’s Spirit in his or 
her life. I’m sad to say that, in the 
past five decades, fringe groups have 
monopolized much of Christian 
television, leading millions to 
misunderstand the Holy Spirit.

WHO IS THE 
HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD?
The Holy   Spirit is the third member of 
the Trinity, which consists of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
is God living inside of us. We need to 
remember that the most powerful force 
in the world is something we cannot 
even see. His work is so powerful that 
we are eternally secured by Him until 
Christ returns; at that moment the 
Spirit of God turns our destiny into 
reality. And until that time He works 

God living
inside us.

C H R I S T I A N  L I F E

BY
SCOT T WENDAL
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within us and moves among us in such a powerful 
way that He literally transforms who we are. 
Because of God’s Spirit in us, we are becoming 
someone different: someone godly, someone 
godlike, and someone who is Christ-like.  

In John 3, Jesus described the Person of the 
Holy Spirit like the wind – invisible, yet powerful. 
Never think that because something is invisible 
it is therefore weak or unimportant. You may 
be surprised to discover that the Bible talks a 
lot about air. The Old Testament calls it “ruach” 
(pronounced “roo-ock”). The New Testament calls 
it “pneuma” (pronounced “new-mah”). We get our 
English word “pneumatic” from it. We usually find 
the term translated “breath,” as in the Creation 
account in Genesis 2, where we read in verse 7 that 
“…God…breathed into [humankind’s] nostrils the 
breath of life....” The term also is translated “wind,” 
as in Acts 2:2, where we read about “…a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind….” It’s 
also often translated “spirit,” as in the “spirit of 
man” mentioned in Ecclesiastes 3:21 or the “Holy 
Spirit” in Luke 11:13.  

WHAT CAN THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD DO 
FOR ME?
The Holy Spirit is described in the Bible as our 
Helper, our Advocate, our Comforter, Convicter, 
Restrainer, and Reprover. He is portrayed by 
symbols such as a dove at Jesus’ baptism, fire at 
Pentecost, wind, and even water. His power is 
called “living water” in John 7.

In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, 
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. (But this spake he of 

the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 
receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given;…)
John 7:37–39

Jesus is explaining that from inside your heart 
will be a Person of enormous power, like a pool of 
water. This power will gush forth like a torrential 
river that causes rapids and waterfalls. Jesus is 
not picturing some passive force. The Spirit of God 
is a Person with energy and power. Like air, the 
Spirit may be invisible; but like the wind, He is not 
powerless. 

HOW CAN WE BECOME EMPOWERED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD?  
The key to becoming empowered by God’s Spirit 
is to surrender our will to God’s Will and God’s 
Word. You don’t have to be a biblical scholar, just a 
humble servant who loves God with all your heart 
and soul. By faith, you can believe and obey God’s 
Word. Like a sailboat that’s moved across the 
water by a gentle breeze, you and I can experience 
the Holy Spirit’s wonderful power to fill our lives 
and carry us along with God’s peace and strength 
to empower us.  

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again 
to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God:  And if children, then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together.  Romans 8:15–17

Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor | Valley Forge Baptist 

http://community.thecaringchurch.com


COMMUNITY.THECARINGCHURCH.COMWINTER  201814 WINTER  201814 COMMUNITY.THECARINGCHURCH.COM

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
http://community.thecaringchurch.com


COMMUNITY.THECARINGCHURCH.COMWINTER  201815

If someone were to ask, “What has 
been a life-changing experience for 
you?” what would you say? When I 
think of various experiences I’ve had in 
my life, one of the most life-changing 
for me was the opportunity to be a 
missionary teacher in Uganda, which 
was the fulfillment of a lifelong dream. 
From August 2013 to December 2014, 
I lived and taught right in the heart 
of Africa in the beautiful country 
of Uganda, the “Pearl of Africa.” I 
taught in a Christian school for the 
local African children in the busy and 
growing suburbs of Kampala, the 
capital city. To summarize, here are 
three specific areas of my life that 
were greatly affected by my African 
adventure. 

FRIENDSHIPS
One of the greatest blessings was 
developing lifelong friendships with 
the Ugandan people. My heart became 

knit with theirs. As a single American 
lady (and the only American teacher 
in the school), many times I needed 
assistance, and God always provided 
the right person to come alongside 
me, whether that was a companion 
for security, a car mechanic, a fellow 
teacher, or just a friend. I love the 
following quote by Miriam Adeney: 
“You will never be completely at home 
again, because part of your heart 
always will be elsewhere. That is the 
price you pay for the richness of loving 
and knowing people in more than one 
place.” I call Uganda my “African home” 
because it is, and it always will be. I 
still communicate with my friends and 
students, and since I left a few years 
ago, I’ve actually been able to go back 
and visit three times. What a joy it’s 
been to see my students grow and to 
continue investing in my friendships! 
To know that you have friends on the 
other side of the world loving and 
praying for you is a wonderful gift. 

M I S S I O N S

One of the greatest 
blessings was developing 
lifelong friendships with 
the Ugandan people.

BY
GRACE COULTON
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FAITH
Living in a third-world country will automatically 
strengthen your faith, and there were several 
specific instances in which I needed to trust God 
more than I ever had before. I remember leaving 
my passport at immigration (to wait for them 
to approve my visa) and watching the secretary 
just put it haphazardly into the huge pile of other 
passports; I wondered if I would ever see it 
again. Driving on the “wrong” side of 
the road was an experience in itself, 
as was riding on a taxi-motorcycle 
weaving in and out of crazy, 
impossible-to-describe traffic. 
Being on constant alert because 
of thieves also was something 
I had to get used to, as well as 
living inside a compound with high 
walls and a locked gate. My faith also 
grew as I saw God continually provide 
specific help for me. Countless stories of 
people just “showing up” when I really needed 
them will always humble me. One of the stories I 
love to tell was when Dr. Ian Clarke, an Irishman 
who was the mayor of Kampala and the founder 
of the International Hospital Kampala (IHK), just 
“happened” to be across the street from where 
I was involved in a car accident and had hit my 
head. He was able to attend to me right away and 
give me peace of mind while people swarmed 
around me. That, my friends, was just one of the 
stories I could tell you that helped grow my faith.

FOCUS
When we stop to put ourselves in someone 
else’s shoes and see how they live, it changes our 
perspective. Our world needs hope. Whether 
people live in America, Europe, Asia, or Africa, 
they are all seeking hope. Lasting, eternal hope 
can only be found in Jesus Christ. Yes, I was 
there to teach my students math, English, and 

other subjects, but my most important reason 
for living in Uganda was to teach my 

students about Jesus, because He 
came to earth to die for the people 

of the whole world, including 
them. I wanted them to truly 
know how much Jesus loves 
them, and that He has an exciting 
plan for their lives. Living in 

Uganda challenged me to stay 
focused on serving Christ and to 

show His love to those around me, 
because that’s truly what matters most. Living 

in Uganda changed my focus on how I view the 
world. It’s a big world out there, but at the same 
time it’s also small. I encourage you to consider 
visiting different countries and experience 
different cultures. Believe me, you will never be 
the same. 

Grace Coulton
Teacher at Valley Forge Baptist Academy 
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For event 
information and 

registration, 
please visit 

the
caring
church
.com
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thecaringchurch.com
616 S. Trappe Road

Collegeville, PA 19426
Scott Wendal, Pastor

THANKS FOR READING.
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