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Sunday
9:00 & 10:30am | Worship Service
9:00 & 10:30am | Sunday School & Adult Bible Fellowships
6:00pm | Evening Worship Service

Wednesday

7:00pm | Master Clubs Children's Program
7:15pm | Midweek Bible Study & Youth Ablaze
Nursery and deaf interpretation provided for all services.

CHURCH SERVICES

THE BIBLE SAYS...

Scott & Jodie Wendal
Senior Pastor 

A  N O T E  F R O M  P A S T O R

THANK YOU for taking a few 
moments to read our church’s 
Community Connection! The joy of my 
life is serving the Lord at Valley Forge 
Baptist with what I believe to be some of 
the greatest people on earth.

We extend a warm welcome and would 
like to personally meet you here at Valley 
Forge Baptist. We hope that you will be 
our guest this Sunday.

MATTHEW 28:6–7
6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead:

1 CORINTHIANS 15:4
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures:



SPRING 2018
contents

COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
is a publication of:
Valley Forge Baptist
616 South Trappe Road
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 19426
community.thecaringchurch.com

4  JOINING A NEW CHURCH
From the perspective of a family 
searching for a new church to call home.

8  FINDING THE TRUE LIGHT
One man’s journey from living on the 
streets and fending for himself, to 
finding faith in God and living for Him.

12  GOD'S POWER ON DISPLAY
The resurrection power of Jesus Christ 
is available to all who trust in Him.

16  WHAT IS EASTER ALL ABOUT?
Hint: It’s not about the eggs.

Calendar
MARCH
30  Good Friday Service • Noon
31  Easter Egg Hunt • 10am–12pm

APRIL
1     Resurrection Sunday Services • 9 or 10:30am
18–22  Missions Conference

MAY
3     National Day of Prayer
12  Touch-A-Truck Fundraiser
13  Mother’s Day
28  Memorial Day

JUNE
11  Day Camp Begins
17  Father’s Day
30  Men’s Event

 FINDING THE
TRUE LIGHT 
page 8

A R T I C L E



SPRING 20184

JOINING 
A NEW 
CHURCH



COMMUNIT Y.THECARINGCHURCH.COM 5

BY
MARK & KRYSTAL CARTER

has been suggested that 
adults make upwards of 
35,000 decisions each day. 
Some decisions are trivial 

while others can be life altering. One 
decision my wife and I made this year 
has already proved to be life changing: 
our decision to join Valley Forge Baptist 
(VFB).   

 When Krystal and I moved from 
Philadelphia to Collegeville, the plan 
didn’t include leaving our church 
home. At the time, we were working 
in Philadelphia and it was just the 
two of us. We were happily serving 
at our church, where we had formed 
close bonds and friendships. However, 
after four years, two children, and a 
series of job changes, the realities of 
our changing life structure became 
increasingly difficult to maintain. So, 
after much prayer, we realized some 
adjustments had to be made that 
would require us to make some tough 
decisions. 

For months we mulled over the pros 
and cons of various scenarios, but there 
was no denying the difficulty of any of 
the propositions. Nevertheless, after 
much prayer, thoughtful consideration, 
and wise counsel, we decided to move 
closer to my job, which was out of state. 
In the interim, we would join a local 
church near our current home until we 
moved. However, just as Proverbs 16:9 
says, “A man’s heart deviseth his way: 
but the LORD directeth his steps,” God 
had a different plan for us. The plan led 
us to stay in Collegeville and find our 
new place of worship there as well. 

For a Christian, finding a new church 
home and becoming a member there 
can seem daunting and disconcerting. 
This is especially true when other 
significant life changes such as moving 
into a new home or neighborhood 
are thrown into the mix. During the 
process, questions arise: How will my 
(previous) church family and leadership 
feel about our leaving? Will we feel “at 

There are a lot of churches 
out there. Not all are 
created equal.

IT

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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home,” “safe,” or “connected” in our new church? 
Will the kids like it? Will we find a good church 
where we can serve God? All these very valid 
questions can be overwhelming. But thank God, 
He hasn’t left us to make these decisions alone. 

So how does a Christian effectively transition 
into a new church home? Well, every situation 
is different, and while the Bible hasn’t laid out a 
step-by-step process, there are some pragmatic 
steps we followed—through the leading of the 
Holy Spirit—that led us to our new home at VFB. 

 
CONSIDER YOUR OPTIONS 
There are a lot of churches out there. Not all are 
created equal and not all are what they appear 
to be (in name, practice, or belief). For us it was 
important to identify a few churches within 
our community that: (1) aligned with sound, 
fundamental biblical beliefs; (2) provided a place 
for spiritual growth; and (3) could nurture our 
growing family so that we could be effective 
servants in the Kingdom of God. Using those 
fundamental principles, we visited (i.e., evaluated) 
several churches in the area. 

Each church we visited was unique and delivered 
a variation of each of our core principles.  

However, VFB not only met our expectations, 
it exceeded them. VFB is a Bible-believing, 
preaching, and teaching church that challenged 
our thinking and daily living. Furthermore, we 
encountered a strong presence of families in every 
life stage that truly seemed to be vital and well 
nourished. 

COMMUNE WITH MEMBERS
Galatians 6:10 says, “As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of 
faith.” The very first time we visited VFB, we were 
embraced by various members with such warmth 
and love; it was reminiscent of our previous 
church. This was critical. 

Over a few months, we participated in several 
church activities outside of Sunday worship 
services. Those activities included adult Bible 
fellowship classes and a couples retreat, and our 
children attended school at the VFB academy. 
During this time of fellowship, we found the 
members at VFB to be a consistent and true 
demonstration of VFB’s moniker, “the caring 
church.” 
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CONNECT WITH LEADERSHIP
John Maxwell, a prolific teacher on leadership, 
once said; “He who thinks he leads, but has no 
followers, is only taking a walk.” Nowadays with 
social media, just about anybody can call himself 
or herself a leader simply because of having a few 
hundred followers on Twitter. For a modern-day 
preacher, that wouldn’t be abnormal. But what 
we noticed with the leadership at VFB (i.e., Pastor 
Scott Wendal and his associate pastoral staff) was 
an army of several hundred believers representing 
various cultures, nations, and life experiences 
actively following the leadership. And even with 
that reality, Pastor Wendal and the pastoral staff 
sought us out to connect with us directly. 

Whether through a text or email message or 
through the Sunday message, each associate 
pastor, with Pastor Wendal leading the way, 
aligned his preaching with his leading. In other 
words, there was a true sense of “practice what 
you preach” going on here. That formed the basis 
for the connection we desired and have today.

COMMIT TO MEMBERSHIP
This last “checkbox” would seem like the 
most obvious to check, but I think it’s worth 
mentioning because some Christians just don’t 
do it. Because Krystal and I were leaving a church 
to join VFB, we felt compelled to speak with the 
pastor who had watched over us for so many years. 
We wanted to talk with him about our decision 
and seek his blessings. After we completed this 
critical step, we professed our desire to join VFB 
to Pastor Wendal and the entire VFB church body. 
Now we are happy and active members at VFB and 
so excited to see how God will use us here. 

Mark & Krystal Carter
Members at Valley Forge Baptist 

Mark & Krystal Carter
 with their two children.

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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Growing up in the early 1970s was hard; during 
the Vietnam conflict, single mothers were 
commonplace. Eventually, my home life included a 
stepfather who was violent; he hated the children 
of a previously married woman—me and my two 
siblings. Beatings came weekly, if not daily. My 
mom said, “You kids will be grown one day, and I 
need somebody for me when I get old.”

When I was 13, my stepfather said to my 
brother, Kevin, and me, “If you come home with 
anything less than a ‘C’ in school, DON’T!” At the 
end of the semester, I received several “F’s” on my 
report card. Knowing that our stepfather meant 
what he said, we didn’t ride the bus home that 
night.

We began 
living on the 

streets...
BY

PATRICK SULLIVAN

F I N D I N G
T H E
T R U E

LIGHT
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We began living on the streets of Redding, 
California; I was 13 and Kevin was 15. We couldn’t 
work, as we were under the legal age. Some friends 
of ours would sneak us into their bedrooms at 
night, but we had to be out before sunrise so 
their parents wouldn’t see us. Eventually this 
arrangement stopped, and we were on our own. 
Food came from dumpsters and garbage cans. At 
the end of the day, we gathered doughnuts from 
behind a bakery for the next morning’s breakfast.

We made our bed among the trees behind a 
drive-in movie theater and packed up our stuff 
before sunrise. Police patrolled the area, so we had 
to find the best hiding places. Other street people 
would tell police where we slept if they saw us 
with something they wanted or if they wanted our 
spot. Trying to get out of our spot in the morning 
or back in at night before police, residents and 
other street people saw us became a 
daily challenge.

In one sense, I was living 
a teenager’s dream: Every 
day I had doughnuts for 
breakfast, and I ate at 
fast-food places or nice 
restaurants every night. 
The reality was, I had to 
fight ants for doughnuts, 
fend off rats, cats, and 
stray dogs for dumpster 
meals, and check my food 
for mold. Although I enjoyed 
the weekly drive-in movie, I was 
constantly checking my sleeping 
area for scorpions and rattlesnakes; they 
liked the heat I produced. 

Six years passed before my brother and I broke 
that chain of lifestyle. We were under the control 
of drugs and alcohol; we sold drugs to make a 
small amount of money to buy alcohol.  I believed 
that I wouldn’t live to age 20. I’d say to people, 
“We were all born to die; we’re just in a waiting 
period.” 

My brother and I sometimes ate at the rescue 

mission on South Market Street. Shortly before 
my 17th birthday, we sat listening to the hour-
long sermon to get the meal. At the end, a junior 
pastor saw a questioning look on my face and 
came over to talk to me. It wasn’t long before I 
stumped him with my questions. The senior pastor 
must have seen what was going on and came over 
to asked if he could help. We talked a bit longer 
about the Bible, and what that senior pastor said 
next changed my life forever. First, he asked my 
opinion of the Big Bang Theory. I said it made 
sense and was believable. He said, “Then where did 
the Big Bang come from?” I said it came from the 
universe. Then he said, “Where did the universe 
come from?” I said, “It was there!” He said, “From 
out of nowhere the universe just happened?” 
I replied yes. “Young man…who turned on the 

lights?” For that question, I had no answer. 
At 6 p.m. on October 21, 1983, I gave 

my life to the Lord and received 
Jesus Christ as my Savior and 

was baptized; however,  my 
baptism was for the wrong 

reason; I was told that 
baptism was part of the 
process of washing away 
my past sins. 

At age 19, I entered the 
U.S. Navy thinking my life 

would become better, and 
I’d grow closer to God. That 

was the furthest thing from 
the truth. Instead, I went into a 

downward spiral and fell victim to 
Satan’s lies. I stopped being a servant of 

God and was living a life of sin again. Not knowing 
salvation was forever, I believed I had fallen from 
grace. I thought God would never love a sinner like 
me. I lived this way for several years until I met 
Jennifer, the woman who is now my wife. 

In May of 2015, a very good friend of ours took 
her own life; Jennifer and I felt overwhelming  
pain and sorrow.  As we watched a program on 
a Christian television network, the announcer 

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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said, “If you need help and 
don’t know where to turn, 
please give us a call.” My wife 
called and got a Baltimore 
extension (oddly enough, our 
good friend was from there). 
It was a cell phone number 
for a counselor who was from 
Baltimore but had moved 
to serve at the Christian 
counseling Center at Valley 
Forge Baptist. Jennifer began 
receiving counsel and was 
told, “You can be counseled, 
but you have to be in a church 
to do so.” We were desperate 
for help, so we started 
attending VFB in October of 
2015. 

On November 23, 2015, 
I was diagnosed with a rare 
disease called Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome (GBS). I had never 
heard of it and became very 
scared. During the 48 days I 
spent in the hospital learning 
to walk again, our family members did not once 
come to see me or my wife. Jennifer stayed by my 
side the whole time, and every week—sometimes 
on a daily basis—I was visited by several of the 
pastors from VFB and received many get well/
prayer greeting cards from church people.

As my walking improved, my wife and I decided 
it was time for a change. When I was released 
from the hospital, we both dedicated our lives 
to Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. I finally 
understood that salvation is forever, and baptism 
does not wash away sins but is an outward sign to 
others that a person is a believer in and follower of 
Christ. Pastor Scott Wendal baptized us on April 
3, 2016. We sense a new feeling of family now that 
we’re members of VFB. 

Since my illness would not let me return to a 
contract position, my contract was not renewed 

by my employer, and we were forced to move from 
our home within 30 days. Again, there was no 
sign of help from our family members. During the 
turmoil of our living situation, our new family in 
Christ stepped up to help us move. We are forever 
grateful for the life in Christ we now have. We 
know that without our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
dedicated brothers and sisters we would not have 
the life we are so blessed with today.

What will it take for the light to come on in 
your life? It’s very easy, but does require some 
effort and commitment on your part. Simply bow 
your head in prayer, confess your sins, ask to be 
forgiven of your sins, believe that Jesus died on 
the cross for you, and invite Him to come into 
your life to be your Lord and Savior. 

Patrick Sullivan
Member at Valley Forge Baptist 



Begins June 11 
Kids ages 5–12

sign up at
valleyforgedaycamp.com

http://valleyforgedaycamp.org
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Why is Easter so special? Yes, Easter is special. Not 
because little girls get to wear new dresses and 
little boys get to go on Easter egg hunts. Easter 
is special because of the momentous event that 
occurred early that Sunday morning after the 
crucifixion of Jesus on the cross. He arose! This 
the is one event that separates Christianity from 
all the other world religions. Jesus Christ came 
back to life from the dead. His tomb is empty! 
All of the leaders of every 
world religion or cult have 
one thing in common – a 
dead body in a casket or 
tomb. But the tomb of 
Jesus is empty and it 
is not because of 
grave robbers. How 

did this happen? 
By the power of God! 

God displayed His mighty 
power over death itself on 

the first Easter Sunday.
“But if the Spirit of Him that 

raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, He that raised up 
Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies 
by His Spirit that dwelleth in 
you.” Romans 8:11

WHAT DOES EASTER MEAN TO ME?
The same power that raised Jesus from the dead 
– God’s Spirit – dwells inside of every Christian. 
The apostle Paul relays this wonderful promise 
that if we put our faith and trust in Christ alone 
for the forgiveness of our sins and receive the 
free gift of eternal life, then we have the promise 
that one day we too shall be raised from the 
dead. God promises a resurrection and a perfect 
glorified body to all who truly become followers 
of Christ. Easter is special not just because of 
what happened to Jesus, but also because of the 
promise that He made to His followers – “because 
I live, ye shall live also.” John 14:19.

We all suffer the consequences of living in a 
fallen world that is marred by sin. But God’s love 
gives us something to look forward to – heaven, 
a glorified body, the presence of God, complete 
separation from sin and all of its negative effects 
(pain, hurt, sorrow, disability, and death itself), 
Revelation 21:1-4.

Come celebrate with us Easter – God’s Power on 
Display – on Easter Sunday, April 1, at either the 
9am or 10:30am service. We have a nursery and 
a special children’s church up through 4th grade. 
We also have deaf interpreters for the 10:30am 
service. 

BY
SCOT T WENDAL
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Scott Wendal
Senior Pastor at
Valley Forge Baptist 

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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THE GARDEN TOMB IN ISRAEL BELIEVED 
TO BE THE PLACE WHERE JESUS WAS 

BURIED AND ROSE AGAIN.
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BY
GREG JOYNER

WHAT IS 
EASTER ALL 

ABOUT?

F or many people Easter is another holiday 
to celebrate traditions, to decorate, to 
dress in a special outfit, and enjoy a day 
off work or school. It may even include 

chocolate, eggs, bunnies, and a big family meal 
together. But the true meaning for celebration is 
not found in any of those things.

The Bible doesn’t mention “Easter” nor does 
it instruct Christians to set aside a certain day 
to observe and celebrate Christ’s resurrection. 
However, Christ’s resurrection is most certainly 
something that should be celebrated. And we 
should be thankful for the resurrection every day!

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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REMEMBRANCE AND 
CELEBRATION
For Christians, Easter is a time to remember and 
to celebrate the death and resurrection of  
Jesus Christ. It may seem strange to celebrate 
someone’s death. And it would be if it weren’t 
for the fact of the resurrection. The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ makes His death different than 
any other death. You see, Jesus, the Son of God 
(John 3:16), is the only person who ever lived 
a perfect life: He never sinned. Because He is 
sinless, He is the perfect and only qualified, 
acceptable, sacrifice for sin. Sin is God’s term for 
anything we do that goes against what God wants. 
Romans 3:23 reminds us that we all have sinned. 
Lying, stealing, swearing, or anything in thought, 
word or deed, that keeps us from perfection and 
ultimately glorifying God with our lives, therefore 
marks us as unqualified to approach the perfect 
and Holy God. Do you want to be free from your 
sin, free from the burden and weight of sin which 

will ultimately take you to Hell? 
Then accept the gift of salvation, 
freely offered and found only in 
Jesus Christ. He is the one mediator 
between you and God (1 Timothy 2:5). 
He is the only One that can give true 
peace with God (Romans 5:1).

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is 
the best good news ever given! Jesus 
was perfectly qualified to become our 
substitute. 1 Peter 2:24 and 3:18 tell 
us Jesus bore our sins, He suffered for 
us that we would be healed, that He 
might bring us to God. He provided 
the way for us to be forgiven of sin 
and accepted of God. You can trust 
Him as your personal Savior today. 
Acknowledge you are a lost sinner 
in need of a perfect Savior (Romans 
3:10, 23; 6:23). Believe in Jesus Christ 
as God’s Son and receive His gift of 
forgiveness from sin (John 3:16). 

Confess your sin and put your faith in Jesus Christ 
as your Savior (Romans 10:9-10, 13). 

NEW LIFE
Salvation prayer to follow: “Dear Jesus, I know 
I am a sinner. But, I believe that you died upon 
the cross for me, and that you shed your precious 
blood for the forgiveness of my sin. And I believe 
that you were raised from the dead, and went to 
Heaven to prepare a place for me. I accept you now 
as my Savior, my Lord, my God, my friend. Come 
into my heart, set me free from my sin. And I 
believe that because you are my Savior, I shall not 
die, but have everlasting life (John 6:47). Thank 
you, Jesus, for saving my soul. I trust you and 
commit my life to You, Amen.” 

Greg Joyner
Associate Pastor at
Valley Forge Baptist 



COMMUNIT Y.THECARINGCHURCH.COM 19

http://community.thecaringchurch.com


SPRING 201820

Happy
May 13 | Services at 9 or 10:30am

MOTHER’S DAY
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Proverbs 17:9 says “He that covereth a transgression seeketh 
love; but he that repeateth a matter separateth very friends.” 
What does this mean exactly? It for sure is not saying we 
cover our own sin, however I do believe it is saying we should 
be willing to forget others’ sins against us. One commentary 
gives the verse this way. “Love prospers when a fault is 
forgiven, but dwelling on it separates close friends.” Forgiving 
and forgetting mistakes others make against us is necessary 
for any healthy relationship. Yes it is tempting when in an 
argument or disagreement to bring up past mistakes of the 
other person. In fact some not only bring up one past mistake 
they get “historical” and bring all past mistakes up. Violation! 
God certainly doesn’t do that to us. Hebrews 8:12 tells us 
God will be merciful to us and will not remember our sins 
once forgiven. Try this today—when in an argument, resist 
the temptation to bring anything into the argument that is 
unrelated to the topic at hand. When we strive to be more like 
Christ, we will grow in God’s ability to forget the confessed 
sins of the past. 

Let love prosper today!

SOME GOOD GUIDES TO FOLLOW
1. Forgive others as Christ has forgiven us.
    Colossians 3:13
2. Forget past mistakes as Christ does with us.
    Hebrews 10:17
3. Forge ahead in the love of God in Christ.
    Philippians 3:13-14

LET
LOVE
PROSPER

T H O U G H T
F O R  T H E

D A Y

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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FOOD
TRUCK

festival

JUNE 16 | 11:30AM–3:00PM
616 S Trappe Road, Collegeville, PA

V A L L E Y  F O R G E  B A P T I S T
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On March 3rd, Valley Forge Baptist held its bi-annual 
Sportsman’s Banquet. We had over 400 people 
attend the event. 

Steve Sorenson of everydayhunter.com was our 
guest speaker.

P H O T O  F E A T U R E

http://community.thecaringchurch.com
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